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“Just when you think you know what’s 
going on, you fi nd something new.” Th is 
is Alutiiq Museum archaeologist Patrick 
Saltonstall’s response to recent discoveries 
at the Amak site. For a month, Saltonstall 
and a team of volunteers have been working 
their way back into Kodiak’s distant history, 
scraping away millennia of accumulated dirt 
to trace the customs of ancient people.

Th e team of scientists expected to fi nd 
a fi sh camp. Th e 5,600 year old cultural 
deposits lie near the current channel of 
salmon rich Salonie Creek. But as is common 
with archaeological research, the unexpected 
appeared. Materials from two summers of 
research suggest the crew has sunken shovel 
into a hunting camp. Saltonstall explains:

“We’ve uncovered a cache, a collection 
of slate lances, and a structure that looks like 
it was used to dry meat. Th ere are so many 
lances in the site. Typically we’d fi nd a few 
in a summer’s excavation, but we’ve probably 
recovered a hundred from this site.”

A preliminary review of these tools 
indicates that most are broken, as if hunters 
were arming their spears with new tips, 
removing the old, broken weaponry. Th is 
idea is supported by the presence of grinding 
tools, gritty pieces of stone likely used to 
shape and sharpen the slate projectiles. 

In addition to tools, structures are 
providing information on the site’s use. 
Th e crew uncovered a large oval depression 
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Meat Not Fish

Tatiana Charliaga with a slate lance 
she discovered at the Amak Site, 2012
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E-News 
In classical Alutiiq society thrift was important. People used what they 

needed, conserving resources and reworking worn and broken items into 

useful objects. Th rift showed respect for the plants and animals that provided for 

people, and it helped to insure a plentiful future. Starting 2013, the Alutiiq Museum 

will practice this value by no longer printing hard copies of the Alutiiq Museum 

Bulletin, but instead will deliver this newsletter electronically. To continue receiving 

your Bulletin, send your email address to danielle@alutiiqmuseum.org and we will email 

your copy of the Alutiiq Museum Bulletin. Please contact Danielle at 907-486-7004 or 

by email (above) with any questions.

equipped with three hearths and fi lled with 
burned rock and charcoal. Th ough large 
enough to be a house, Saltonstall believes 
it was place to dry meat. 

“Houses of this time period look really 
diff erent. Th ey are more formally built, 
dug into the ground with a central hearth, 
a sod roof, and a fl at fl oor. Th ey are clean 
inside. Th is structure is much diff erent – it 
is simply made, with an uneven, sloping 
fl oor, and burned debris. We’ve found 
similar features in fi sh camps, but they 
were a lot younger – no more than 4,000 
years old.  Th is processing structure is 
much older. It suggests that people were 
drying quantities of meat, and that this sort 
of large processing feature is older than we 
thought.” 

Th e results of the study provide a 
convincing picture of a hunting camp, 
where Alutiiq people watched for seals, 
readied their hunting gear, and cared for 
their catch. However the location of the 
old camp remains puzzling. Today, the 
Amak site overlooks a dense tangle of 
brush and grasses, a coastal meadow over 
a mile from the waters of Womens Bay. 
Th e archaeologists know that relationships 
between land and sea have changed over the 
millennia, infl uenced by tectonic activity 
and shifting sea levels. But they don’t know 
exactly where the water once lay.

“We think there might have been a 

small lagoon below the site,” said Saltonstall. 
“In my experience sites like this don’t occur 
far from the ocean. Who wants to drag a 
seal a mile inland? However, since the water 
isn’t here today, we have to consider the local 
geology to fi nd the full story. I need to fi nd 
the old beach to prove it. I’m planning some 
shovel tests in the meadow below the site. 
Dirt and gravel tell stories too.”
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2Qutmen aglita! – Let’s go to the beach!

Cama’i
 Like the work of Kodiak Islanders, the Alutiiq 

Museum’s schedule follows a predictable seasonal 

rhythm. One of the joys of summer is research. Our 

staff  conducts fi eldwork during the warm drier days, 

and we assist visiting researchers. Many people take 

advantage of summer travel to visit the museum and 

learn from our collection. While they are learning, we 

learn too. 

Research is essential to revitalizing Alutiiq culture. 

Our culture has changed dramatically over 7,000 

years and we need to document it to understand our 

history, promote pride in our heritage and chart a 

positive course for the future. As my dad once said, 

“You have to look back before you can look forward.” 

Th is work takes many forms. At the Alutiiq Museum 

we excavate sites to learn about the distant, unwritten 

history of our people. We work with Elders to record 

the Alutiiq language and learn about recent history. 

We visit museums around the world to study ancestral 

objects and bring information home. Researchers help 

us with this process. Th ere is so much to learn that we 

can’t possibly do it alone, and by involving people from 

all over the globe we promote understanding of our 

culture. We teach respect. 

Many Native peoples, including Alutiiqs, have a 

diffi  cult history with researchers. People from distant 

places once came to Kodiak and took information, 

artifacts, and even our ancestors’ remains. Today, 

federal laws, ethical research practices, and the Alutiiq 

Museum’s policies protect us from such practices. Every 

researcher we assist, including the fourteen we worked 

with this summer, provides a plan for their work and 

must share their fi nds. Visiting scholars give lectures, 

prepare displays, write for our newsletter, contribute to 

publications, and send reports for our library.

Th is newsletter is dedicated to research. In its pages 

you will fi nd articles that illustrate investigations 

underway and the impact of research. Every summer 

we work to strengthen our knowledge of the Alutiiq 

world and to share it with you. 

Sven
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3Agciqua Kal’unun uksuarpailan. – I will go to Karluk before fall.

LanguageLanguage

At a recent meeting of the New Words Council, Alutiiq 

Elders passed around a tray containing ancient tools.  While 

Elders know the Alutiiq words for items like ulukaq (ulu 

knife), the names of more obscure traditional tools no longer 

have Alutiiq terms.  Th eir titles have been lost–or nearly lost 

to time.  With a grant from the Institute for Museum and 

Library Service, the museum is addressing this situation.  

Over the summer, Elder Alutiiq speakers recalled or crafted 

Alutiiq words for artifacts from the Karluk One site to create 

a glossary for an upcoming publication.  Th e collection is the 

museum’s largest, with many rare wooden objects.

Working with objects helped the Elders determine many 

items’ names.  Museum Registrar Marnie Leist shared a fi shing 

rig to show the intricate placement of the parts that helped 

fi shermen pull cod and halibut from Kodiak waters - the rig 

spreader, the shank, the hook, and the line weight.  

“Oh, I see how it works,” said Elder Julie Knagin, 

examining the set of items designed to suspend the hook just 

above the ocean fl oor.

For words that needed to be created, seeing the item 

helped the Elders come up with more accurate terminology.  

For example, no one remembered the name for a spear 

foreshaft. Curator Patrick Saltonstall placed various pieces 

together and explained the function of each one. Before 

the demonstration, the Elders were leaning towards a non-

specifi c term, such as “spear part.” After, they choose the term 

ayaqum pegsuutii – “the spear’s thing for letting go” - to refl ect 

the tool’s function.

Language Program Manager April Laktonen Counceller 

took notes and compiled the list of Alutiiq terms.  “I have 

Niugneliqutartukut – We are going to make some words.
been surprised at how many words we have successfully 

remembered or created,” she says. “When they show the actual 

item, and the Elders get to see how it was used, it helps them 

determine the right term.”  

Th e tool names recorded this summer will be compiled for 

use in a book sharing the Karluk collection and its history.  

However, the Elders’ work is also creating a valuable resource.  

“We can use the terms to label the shelves where we keep 

objects, or to add Alutiiq words to exhibits,” said Leist.  “Th ere 

are so many possibilities.  Th is research project is helping us 

reunite collections with cultural information.”

New Words Council members from Karluk examine artifacts to 
determine Alutiiq names. Front row from left: Sophie Shepherd, 

Kathyrn Chichenoff , Clyda Christiansen. Back row from left: 
Th eresa Carlson, Helen Malutin, Barbara Hochmuth

Learn of the results of recent historical and environmental research directly from 

local scientists. Hear the experts speak and ask your questions – Th ursday evenings 

at 7:00 pm this fall. Free and open to the public

August 9 ........... Molly Odell, 7,000 Years of Shellfi sh Harvesting on Kodiak

August 16 ......... Marcus Lepola, Alutiiq Bowery

August 23 ......... Julie Matweyou, Paralytic Shellfi sh Poisoning on Kodiak

September 5 ..... Margaret Roberts, Alutiiq Dance

September 13 ... Patrick Saltonstall, Alutiiq Fishing through the Ages
September 27 ... April Laktonen Counceller, Writing Alutiiq

October 11 ....... Matt Van Daele, Karluk River Chinook Radio Telemetry

October 19 ....... Nicole Misarti, Long Term Sea Otter Trophic Variation 

October 26 ....... Courtney Carothers, Social Transitions in Kodiak 

Fisheries and Communities

November 1 ..... Chuck Crapo, Smoking Fish at Home

Fall 

Lecture 

Series



4Alagnangq’rtuten? – Do you have berries?

On a rare sunny evening in June, more than fi fty people 

converged on Kodiak’s Spruce Cape trail to learn about local 

plants from Gayla Pedersen. Gayla, who grew up in Kodiak 

on both the land and family boats, has long been interested 

in wild plants. As part of Neqr’kat – Th e Alutiiq Wild Foods 

Project, she agreed to share her knowledge of local edible and 

medicinal greens, and provide some tips for plant collecting. 

Here are her top recommendations.

First, Gayla stresses care in harvesting. It is an Alutiiq 

tradition to collect just what you need. Th is extends to the 

resources found in meadows and forest. Although Kodiak has 

an abundance of plant life, it is important not to overuse a 

EducationEducation

particular area. Th e rule of thumb is to harvest 25% of the 

plants in a particular spots. Gayla also suggests leaving a few 

leaves on each plant unless a collector intends to harvest the 

entire plant. Th ese simple steps insure that resources remain 

available for everyone.

Second, beware of poisonous plants. In Alaska there are 

about a dozen plants, including buttercup, monkshood, and 

lupine, that can make you sick. If you are going to be a wild 

forager Gayla encourages you to take the time to learn about 

the poisonous plants so that they are not confused with edible 

ones. She warns collectors to be extremely careful. Make sure 

you’re positive about the identity of the plants you choose to 

harvest. 

Finally, keep trying those wild green vegetables! Tasting 

wild foods for the fi rst time can be an experience. Wild foods 

often have strong fl avors that people are not used to, so it pays 

to sample new foods a few times to determine what you like. 

As a food becomes familiar, its taste can be enjoyed. Gayla 

reminded the group that the fi rst bite is with your eyes and 

that eating something beautiful is just as benefi cial as eating 

something packed with nutrition. She suggests brightening a 

summer salad with wild geranium fl owers.

To learn more about Kodiak’s plants, Gayla recommends 

two of her favorite books; Plant Lore of an Alaskan Island by 

Frances Kelso Graham and the Ouzinkie Botanical Society, 

and Discovering Wild Plants by Janice Schofi eld. Quyanaa to 

the National Park Service Tribal Preservation Program for 

supporting the Neqr’kat project.

Gayla Pedersen (center with leaf ) leads a plant walk.

Subsistence Seasoned - Elderberry Blossom Soda Pop

I N G R E D I E N T S

• 1 kilogram of sugar

• 10 liters of water

• 250 milliliters of white vinegar

D I R E C T I O N S

Melt the sugar in the water over low heat to make a simple syrup. Next 

add the vinegar, blossoms, and lemons to the syrup. Let the mixture sit 

for a full 24 hours. Bottle and seal the mixture, and in 10 days you will 

have homemade soda pop!

Caution: Make sure to use only elderberry blossoms, not the berries. 

Th e fl esh of the berries is edible but the seeds are poisonous.

Picking Plants

courtesy Gayla Pedersen

• 15 clusters of elderberry blossoms

• 2 lemons – sliced

Elderberry Blossom – courtesy clker.com



5Taugna kaRtuugaaq angsinartuq. – That potato is big.

Some things archaeologists just don’t 

fi nd - clothing for example. On Kodiak, 

the delicate gut, bird, and sea mammal 

skins once used to craft everything from 

rain gear to headdresses do not preserve 

in the wet soils of ancient settlements. 

Until recently, studies of Alutiiq clothing 

relied on historic images and museum 

collections. Russian watercolors and 

garments collected by traders provide 

the best look at traditional dress. While 

informative and inspiring, these items 

don’t allow us to reach further back, to 

understand what Alutiiqs wore before the 

colonial era.

Archaeologists Linda Chisholm, 

a University of Minnesota graduate 

student, is addressing this problem 

with an ingenious study of artifacts and 

animals bone from the Settlement Point 

site on Afognak Island.

Linda’s study involves looking very 

carefully at the bird bones preserved 

in garbage deposits. “By looking at the 

location of cut marks on archaeological 

bird bones, I can interpret how people 

were using specifi c bird species for food 

or as clothing material,” said Linda. Th is 

will help her to identify the types and 

numbers of birds used in clothing 

production.

She will compare these fi nds to 

information preserved in rare images. 

About 600 years ago, Alutiiq people 

incised images of people into small 

beach pebbles. Although archaeologists 

do not know how the pebbles were used, 

they are common and variable, show 

clothing and jewelry, and provide many 

diff erent views of dress and decoration.

According to Linda, “Many of the 

pebble designs include human fi gures 

wearing detailed parkas decorated with 

horizontally or vertically banded U or V-

shaped collars and lines of embellishing 

fringe or bird feathers.” Others show 

lines of feathers representing bird skin 

parkas.

“One of my big questions regarding 

the incised pebbles is whether a 

relationship exists between the 

depiction of bird skin clothing and the 

frequency of skinned birds from related 

site middens. Clothing choice and 

degree of decoration may also reveal 

more about ceremonialism and status 

Finding Parkas in Bone and Stone

ArchaeologyArchaeology

Incised pebble from the Settlement Point site, 
Afognak Native Corporation collection, 
photo and tracings by Linda Chisholm.

in Alutiiq culture,” said Linda.

“As I look at the pebbles, I am intrigued 

by what information was important 

enough for someone to express in a fairly 

permanent substance like rock.” 

How do you clean a chiton? What is the tastiest part of a seal? What is your 

favorite way to prepare perok? We want to know! Th e Alutiiq Museum is conducting 

interviews and collecting recipes for the Neq’rkat – Alutiiq Wild Foods project. 

We are looking for hunters, fi shermen, collectors, and cooks to tell us how they 

harvest, preserve, and prepare wild foods. If you have wild foods in your pantry 

or freezer we want to talk to you.

Each interview will be videotaped and added to the museum’s archives. At the 

conclusion of the project the museum will create a DVD with selections from the 

interviews and a free recipe booklet to share with the public. We will also host 

a wild foods potluck.

Preserve knowledge of Alutiiq foods by sharing your wisdom. Future 

generations will thank you. To schedule an interview or share a recipe, please 

contact Danielle Ringer (danielle@alutiiqmuseum.org), 907-486-7004, x22.

Cooks Wanted



6Aakanaq nerningaitua! – I won’t eat the spawned out fish!

CollectionsCollections

Just two days after returning from a museum-led trip to 

St. Petersburg, Coral Chernoff  began to weave a large grass 

basket, bigger than any weaving she’d attempted. In Russia she 

studied ancestral Alutiiq basketry at the Museum of Ethnography. 

At home, she used rye grass harvested and cured over years to 

experiment with new twining techniques she learned from the 

ancestral collections. 

“Th e quality of the workmanship was just unreal,” said 

Chernoff , who was inspired to “really put something else in my 

baskets. In a book you can’t look inside, underneath, the front, 

and back sides of a stitch. To be able to see all of that, you get the 

whole picture.” 

Th e result of her work is a stunning open weave collecting 

basket with red, green, and white wool accents, a decorative rim, 

and a braided handle. It is both a beautiful piece of artwork and 

a functional object. Th e basket it 16.5 inches tall and 13.5 inches 

wide, with a handle that wraps under its base for added strength. 

It took Coral a month of intensive weaving to create. 

With support from the Rasmuson Foundation’s Art 

Acquisition program, the museum will purchase Coral’s basket 

for our collections. It is a signifi cant addition. Its size helps to 

illustrate the diversity of Alutiiq baskets. Th ough small baskets are 

common today, the Russian collections show a range of shapes, 

styles, and sizes. Many of the historical baskets are large refl ecting 

their use as containers in Alutiiq households. Moreover, Coral’s 

basket refl ects a research program that is uniting Alutiiq people 

with the works of ancestral masters. It illustrates how collections 

can provide artists with training and inspiration.

Collections Basket by Coral Chernoff , 2011, 
rye grass, sinew, and wool yarn.

A New Look for the Gallery
Every year we learn 

more about Alutiiq 

culture. Archaeological 

excavations, collections 

research, and language 

studies deepen our 

understanding of 

traditions and reveal the 

past in new ways. With 

each new discovery, 

however, our exhibits 

age!

Over the next two 

years the museum will 

address this situation 

by refreshing its gallery. 

Exhibits Coordinator 

Jill Lipka explains. “We 

are applying for grant 

funds to replace carpet, fi x drywall, and paint in preparation 

for new displays on Alutiiq history, subsistence, kayaks, and 

weaving. We have new objects and ideas to share. We’ve also put 

a lot of holes in the walls! It’s time to give the museum’s gallery a 

new look.”

An Exhibits Advisory Committee is helping to steer the 

museum’s plans. “We have a new volunteer committee, a group 

of community members who are meeting to review our plans and 

provide feedback,” said Lipka. “Quentin Fong, Libby Eufemio, 

Lisa Hupp, Jacquie Madsen, Gayla Pedersen, and Vicki Vanek 

are helping us.”

Work on new displays begins this fall with a focus on Alutiiq 

history. “We received a $5,100 grant from the Alaska State 

Museum,” said Lipka. “With these funds, we will install fi ve 

photo panels in our children’s corner to create an Alutiiq I Spy 

game.” 

Th e images will feature artifacts mixed with items from the 

natural environment. Visitors will search for objects to learn 

about the Alutiiq past. Funds will also assist staff  in updating 

the adjacent Cultures Th rough Time display, an exhibit tracking 

Alutiiq history across 7,000 years. 

“Th e two displays are linked,” said Lipka. “One provides an 

interactive way to teach Alutiiq history, the other is a detailed 

presentation – fi lled with artifacts, and both will present current 

knowledge.”

Th e new displays will debut in December with free 

community events.

Jill Lipka adjusts exhibit lighting

Big Basket Purchase
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Complete And Return This Membership Form Today!

Archaeological Repository
215 Mission Road, Suite 101

Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Phone: 907-486-7004  Fax: 907-486-7048

email: info@alutiiqmuseum.org

www.alutiiqmuseum.org

Please make checks or money orders payable 

(in US Dollars) to the Alutiiq Museum.

Donations to the Alutiiq Museum are tax deductible. 

Alutiiq Museum

Name:

Mailing Address:

City, State, Zip:

E-mail:

CONTRIBUTION LEVELS:

❏ Nillqitaaq – Mallard .............. $10 Individual admission (For Students & Seniors)

❏ Niklliq – Red Salmon ............ $25 Individual admission

❏ Kum’agyak – Eagle ................. $40 Admission for family members

❏ Isuwiq – Seal ........................ $100 Admission for family members & guests

❏ Taquka’aq – Grizzly ............. $250 Same as Isuwiq plus gift from Museum Store

❏ Arhnaq – Sea Otter .............. $500 Same as Taquka’aq plus gift from Museum Store

❏ Arlluk – Orca ................... $5000+ Membership for employees and/or shareholders

T H E  A L U T I I Q  M U S E U M  B U L L E T I N  I S  G E N E R O U S LY  S P O N S O R E D  B Y:



Kodiak is Stan 

Sargent’s hometown 

and it holds a special 

place in his heart. 

Th ese days he and 

his wife Tatiana split 

their time between 

Washington, the 

Bahamas, and 

Kodiak. With so 

much travel, being 

a part of the Alutiiq 

Museum keeps 

them connected 

to Kodiak. Th ey joined the museum in 2001 and have been 

members ever since. It has become a tradition for them to renew 

every year, to support an organization they believe is one of the 

community’s most worthy.

 “Th e museum became a landmark and must go place of Kodiak 

for both locals and visitors of the city. It plays a very important 

role in public education on history, cultural anthropology, art, 

ethnic culture and social life,” said Tatiana.

Th e Sargents like that their membership helps to support the 

arts and they are always excited by the talents of Alutiiq artists. “I 

appreciate the museum store, where one can purchase very thoughtful 

and memorable gifts that will be a treasure to keep and a point of 

conversation while entertaining family and guests,” said Tatiana. 

When out of town Stan looks forward to reading the quarterly 

bulletin and when in town he and Tatiana enjoy bringing their 

family and guests for a visit. 

 “It is a welcoming family place where we can bring children 

together with ourselves and have true quality time learning 

together. Th e collection of unique exhibits allows those who visit 

to expand their knowledge and simultaneously appreciate the 

natural beauty of Kodiak Island,” said Tatiana.

 “My opinion is that the Alutiiq Museum gives Kodiak 

something special to the community. Without it, Kodiak would be 

a much lesser place. It’s important. Th ere are few places where you 

can go to enjoy and learn about a culture with such artistic talent,” 

said Stan. 

Stan and Tatiana Sargent

Connection: Member SpotlightConnection: Member Spotlight

Membership Matters. Join the Sargents in promoting the arts 
and help the celebration of Alutiiq culture continue.
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