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Wild foods have been a focus at the Alutiiq 
Museum over the past two years thanks 
to a National Park Services Tribal Historic 
Preservation Grant. We featured twelve wild 
foods as staff  interviewed local harvesters and 
cooks. Along the way we hosted monthly harvest 
and preparation workshops where participants 
gathered, prepared and sampled the featured 
foods, such as deer, duck, octopus, chitons, and 
berries, just to name a few. Among our project 
products, we created a series of short fi lms, a wild 
foods recipe book, and a webpage to celebrate 
harvesting, processing and preparing Alutiiq 
wild foods. On September 13th we hosted a 
large wild foods potluck and fi lm debut event. 
Th e event was a huge success as close to 100 
people gathered at the Koniag building on Near 
Island to share in the celebration of Kodiak’s 
wild foods.

“Many people enjoy eating Kodiak’s wild 
foods,” says Alutiiq Museum Board Member 
April Laktonen Counceller, “but not everyone 
knows how to prepare them. One of our 
major goals [of this project] was to help the 
younger generation learn how their parents and 
grandparents clean and cook locally harvested 
foods. Th is will not only help to preserve cultural 
information, but we think it will promote a lot 
of fun, healthy eating.”

Judging from the turnout at the fi lm debut 
event and the outpour of interest from community 
members who stopped by to pick up a free 
cookbook, the project has been a huge success. 

Many wonderful recipes have been shared, 
including a popular recipe for Mexican-Alutiiq 
Octopus made by Herman Squartsoff  as passed 
on to him from Sven Haakanson, Sr. After only 
two months, the cookbook is already out-of-
print. We are now awaiting our second print 
run so that more community members can 
take advantage of this great new resource. You 
can download the cookbook on our website at
http://alutiiqmuseum.org/education/wild-
foods-project.html. Or stop by or call the 
museum store for a copy of the cookbook in the 
coming weeks.

Wild Foods Celebrated

Mary Haakanson holding open sea urchins,

ripe with eggs.
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Community members enjoy the wild foods potluck.



Amlertut Kiaget! – Many years (to you)!

Cama’i, 
As the holiday season approaches, the museum store is 

preparing to host Alutiiq artists and crafts people to sell 

their work at our annual Holiday Bazaar on December 

14th. Our gallery store also has many new products, 

and more on the way. We encourage you to shop at the 

Alutiiq Museum for your holiday gifts, as earned income 

both supports local artists and contributes to museum 

operations and programs. If there is a specifi c product or 

book you would like that might be out-of-stock, consider 

placing a special order.

Please join me in welcoming our new Museum Assistant, 

Natalie Wadle, and Director of Operations, Frank 

Peterson, Jr. On the job for only a little over a month 

now, Frank is already getting his stride. Frank comes 

to us after fi ve years working for the Sun’aq Tribe. His 

experience in economic development, human resources, 

and community outreach are a wonderful addition to 

the museum. While we were sad to see Katie St. John 

leave this position to become Alutiiq Studies Program 

Manager at Kodiak College, we are pleased that Katie is 

still working part-time for us now as Grants Manager, 

ensuring continuity on several foundation grant projects. 

We also have said our goodbyes this fall to two other 

employees at the Alutiiq Museum. We sincerely express 

our appreciation to Jill Lipka and Danielle Ringer for 

their longtime service. 

A recent college graduate, Natalie Wadle served as 

our Museum Intern this summer where she got well-

acquainted with collections processing. She has been 

supporting store sales and front desk reception, as well as 

numerous special projects to improve museum services. 

Natalie is helping ensure a smooth transition with our 

current Gallery Manager, Marya Halvorsen. Marya is now 

half-time Cultural Education Specialist, collaborating on 

an Alutiiq language education eff orts in partnership with 

Native Village of Afognak. We are pleased that Marya’s 

growing Alutiiq speaking abilities are improving our 

eff orts in language revitalization. 

Our Neq’rkat Wild Foods Cookbook has been wildly 

popular. After running completely out of books, we 

reordered more copies. We expect them in around 

Th anksgiving. In the mean time, you can download a free 

copy on our web site.

Whether you live in Kodiak and can stop by for a visit or 

not, check us out on Facebook for the latest updates.

Carliarluci! (You all take care!) 

Alisha S Englartaq Drabek, PhD

2

& Archaeological Repository
215 Mission Road, Suite 101

Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Phone: 907-486-7004  Fax: 907-486-7048

email: info@alutiiqmuseum.org

www.alutiiqmuseum.org

Alutiiq Heritage Foundation:Alutiiq Heritage Foundation:

 Chair:  Margaret Roberts, Koniag, Inc.

 Vice Chair:  Loretta Nelson, Afognak Native Corp.

 Secretary: Donene Tweten, Natives of Kodiak, Inc

 Treasurer: Perry Eaton, Ouzinkie Native Corp.

 Board Member: Jay Baldwin, Leisnoi, Inc.

 Board Member: Margie Bezona, KANA

 Board Member: April Counceller, PhD, Koniag, Inc.

 Board Member:  Fred Coyle, Akhiok-Kaguyak, Inc.

 Board Member: Tanya Inga, Old Harbor Native Corp.

 Board Member: Gordon Pullar, at large

 Board Member: Andy Teuber, KANA

Alutiiq Museum Staff:Alutiiq Museum Staff:

 Executive Director: Alisha Drabek, PhD

 Director: of Operatios  Frank Peterson

 Grants Manager: Katie St. John

 Cultural Education Specialist:  Marya Halvorsen

Director of Research and Publication:   Amy Steffi  an

 Curator of Archaeology: Patrick Saltonstall

 Curator of Collections:  Marnie Leist

 Museum Assistant: Natalie Wadle

Th e Alutiiq Museum is governed by Afgonak Native Corporation, 

Akhiok Kaguyak Inc., KANA, Koniag Inc., Leisnoi Inc., Natives 

of Kodiak Inc., Old Harbor Native Corporation, and Ouzinkie 

Native Corporation. Each organization elects a representative to the 

Alutiiq Heritage Foundation, the Alutiiq Museum’s board. Funding 

is provided by charitable contributions, membership fees, grants, 

contracts and sales from the museum store.

ALUTIIQ HERITAGE FOUNDATION MISSION STATEMENT: 
Th e Alutiiq Museum preserves and shares the heritage and 

culture of the Alutiiq people.

ALUTIIQ HERITAGE FOUNDATION VISION STATEMENT:

Celebrating Alutiiq heritage through living culture.

Accredited by the American Alliance of Museums

Tax ID #92-0150422
Th e Alutiiq Museum Bulletin is published quarterly.

Alutiiq Museum

www.alutiiqmuseum.org/museum-store/publications/the-wild-foods-cookbook-detail.html
www.facebook.com/AlutiiqMuseum


EducationEducation
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Sewing Circle
 “To be able to make regalia that our ancestors had done is of great 
importance to me. Th ere is not much of our culture left in our community 
and I plan on changing that and keeping it alive and passing it down for 
generations. Th is opportunity will help me keep this tradition going for 
many years.” — Samantha Heglin, project intern

 Meetings of the New Sewers’ Club are underway. Our team of 

talented artists is working to decorate a caribou skin garment made 

last spring with the help of aspiring sewers from Kodiak’s village 

schools. Th e garment is modeled after a caribou skin parka preserved 

in the collections of the National Museum of Finland, and studied by 

Susan Malutin, Cathy Cordy, Marya Halvorsen, Hanna Palmer Scholl, 

and Teri Schneider on a January of 2013 research trip with Dr. Sven 

Haakanson, Jr. A year later, the garment is taking shape.

 Alutiiq skin sewers were known for their handwork, and traditional 

garments were carefully and elaborately decorated with tassels, appliqué, 

and embroidery. Th e caribou skin parka was no exception. Reviewing 

the many photos they took in Finland, the group chose design elements 

and planned their layout. Th ese include cuff  and collar attachments as 

well as a central medallion, a crest, and numerous tassels. Each item 

will be hand embroidered with white, green, and red thread, guided by 

ancestral stitching designs.

 To guide the size and placement of elements, the sewers pinned wax 

paper cutouts to the parka. Project interns then began constructing 

tassels, cutting tanned ermine hides, and attaching small pieces of the 

puff y, white fur to strips of land otter hide dyed red. For the parka’s 

cuff s, the sewers plan strips of brightly embroidered, hairless caribou 

hide, attached to strips of bear gut dyed black. 

 Th e public is invited to participate. Visit the museum December 4 

or 11, between 7:00 and 9:00 pm to watch the process, ask questions, 

or assist.

Practice Online with the Experts

 Studying the Alutiiq Language just got a little easier. We’ve 

updated our series of on line language lessons with audio fi les. Visit 

the Learn Alutiiq section of the museum’s website (under Language 

Studies). Here you can recite the Alutiiq alphabet, practice grammar, 

and learn to build sentences, all with the help of Alutiiq speakers. 

Each lesson features example words and phrases pronounced by 

the experts. Just click to hear Alutiiq pronunciations and practice 

on your own. Developed with generous funding from the Native 

Village of Afognak, through a grant from the Administration for 

Native Americans (#90NL0530-01-00).

Community Language Night

 Whether you are a longtime language learner or just beginning 

to explore the Alutiiq language, Community Language Night 

is for you. Th is weekly gathering at the Alutiiq Museum brings 

language enthusiasts together to play language acquisition games. 

Learners at every level are welcome, Tuesday from 6:30-8:00 pm. 

Enjoy the company of other language learners while you sharpen 

your skills. Cultural Education Specialist Marya Halvorsen and 

other local Kodiak Alutiiq language learners will lead you through 

a series of conversational activities in the museum gallery, with 

no admission fee. Th is program is made possible through support 

from Natives of Kodiak, and the Native Village of Afognak, 

through a grant from the Administration for Native Americans 

(#90NL0530-01-00). Tang’rciqamci ataku! See you all soon...

Susan Malutin works with project intern Sadie Coyle. Language learners practice their skills with a game.

www.alutiiqmuseum.org/language-studies/learn-alutiiq.html
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Additions
 Building a museum collection takes time, careful consideration, 

and money. First, you have to locate an object that matches the 

museum’s mission, compliments existing collections, tells an 

interesting story, is well made and in good condition, and can be cared 

for successfully. Th en, you have to fi nd the money to pay for it!

 Since 2003, Alaska’s Rasmuson Foundation has made this 

process a little easier with a statewide grant program. Every year the 

foundation invites Alaskan museums to apply for funding to purchase 

Snow Dancer and Tall One (mixed media dolls)
by Jacqueline Madsen, 2013, 13 inches tall.

 Carved from wood, these dancing dolls are 

inspried by Alutiiq spirituality. Each wears a 

miniature ceremonial mask and features a hole 

in its abdomen, a paasageway between the physical and 

spiritual world seen in Alutiiq art. 

contemporary art. Th e results have been impressive. Over the past 

decade, Alaskan museums have purchased 635 works of contemporary 

Alaskan art by 284 artists with grants totaling $1,596,045! 

 Th e Alutiiq Museum and Kodiak artists have been big benefi ciaries. 

Since the program began, we have purchased 87 works from 28 

artists with over $110,300. Th is includes the creations of three 

artists added to the collection this fall.

Sunbather (soapstone oil lamp)
by Sandee Drabek, 2013, 7 inches in diameter.

 Hand carved from warm brown soapstone this oil lamp features a sea lion 

resting in its center. Th e animal lies on its stomach, with its head and tail raised in a 

sunbathing position. Th is lamp is inspired by the ancient, granite lamps found around 

Kodiak. Drabek studies the size, weight, symmetry, and decoration of ancient pieces 

to create her contemporary designs.

Kayak Water Pump
by Peter Lind, Jr., 2013, 24 inches long.

 Alutiiq kayaks were fl exible, durable boats that could handle rough seas. Yet 

even the most expert paddler needed a way to remove water from his boat 

sometimes. To bail, men used an ingenious device, a mouth-operated 

suction pump. Th e user sucked water into the hollowed out tube 

and then pointed the bailer overboard to drain. Peter Lind, Jr. 

carved this example from yellow cedar and painted it in 

traditional colors with petroglyph designs.



 

ArchaeologyArchaeology

Seeing Underground 
 “How do you know where to dig?”

 Th is is one of the most common questions 

archaeologists receive. Unfortunately there is 

no simple answer. Choosing where to excavate 

is hugely important. Put a hole in the right 

spot and the past will reveal itself in amazing 

ways. Put it in the wrong place and you may 

learn nothing! 

 Patrick Saltonstall confronted this issue 

at the Kashevaroff  Site in 2013. Th is ancient 

Alutiiq settlement lies on a broad grassy a 

terrace above Salonie Creek, across a huge 

area. A 2012 test pit revealed some charcoal, 

good evidence the people were around, and 

there was also a faint depression on the 

surface.  Saltonstall focused his excavation 

over this feature. His experienced paid off  as 

crewmembers quickly revealed a roughly 300-

year-old sod house fi lled with ulus. 

 But what about the rest of the site? How 

big was it, and where to dig next? Saltonstall 

was pondering these issues when a geophysicist 

from TerraSond stopped by with a ground 

penetrating radar machine! About the size 

and shape of the average family lawnmower, 

this machine sends radar pulses into the 

ground. Electromagnetic waves refl ect off  

the underlying materials at diff erent speeds, 

and readings of their intensity can be used to 

create a general map of what lies below. Rocks 

and holes show up well, and sometimes, 

you can see changes in the soil that indicate 

the presence of a house or a storage pit. 

Th e geologists volunteered to look around, 

and Saltonstall agreed. Like many things in 

archaeology, the results were a surprise.

 First the Kashevaroff  site is larger than 

imagined. Cultural deposits appear to extend 

far across the terrace, and tucked back under 

some brush there is another likely house 

depression. “I didn’t think that depression was 

a house pit”, said Saltonstall. “But thanks to 

GPR, it looks like a good possibility.” Next 

summer, he will open another hole at the 

Kashevaroff  site, with the aid of a little extra 

information, a tantalizing preview of what 

may lie below. Quyanaa to TerraSond for 

donating their services.

Give while you shop

 If you plan to shop online this holiday, consider starting at www.shopformuseums.com. 

Th is online program connects shoppers with retailers who wish to support museums. Every 

time you shop through this site, the retailer makes a donation to the museum of your 

choice – at NO COST to you. It’s free and easy. Here’s how you can participate. (1) Go to 

www.shopformuseums.com. (2) Register and select the Alutiiq Museum to support. 

(3) Purchase from your favorite retailers by accessing their websites through Shop For 

Museums. Th ere is no charge to you and each time you shop, you will help to preserve 

and share Alutiiq heritage. Questions? Contact Director of Operations Frank Peterson, 

907.486.7004, x28.

Umyaaqamci ARusistuami – I am thinking about you all on Christmas.  **Also pronounced “Rausistuami” (N) 5

300 year old house at the Kashevaroff  Site.

Jesse Nakasone with a large ulu 

from the house fl oor.

Ryan Cross with the ground penetrating radar. Courtesy Ryan Cross.

300 year old house at the Kashevaroff  Site.

Jesse Nakasone with a large ulu 

from the house fl oor.

Ryan Cross with the ground penetrating radar. Courtesy Ryan Cross.

mailto:frank@alutiiqmuseum.org
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ResearchResearch

Dr. Mike Etnier, Affi  liate Research Faculty
Department of Anthropology, 
Western Washington University

 After a century of archaeological research, 

we know a lot about Kodiak prehistory. Even 

so, Dr. Mike Etnier is working hard to expand 

our understanding. Specifi cally, he is trying to 

fi nd clear evidence of past climate changes and 

their aff ects on Kodiak’s marine ecology. To do 

this, he’s analyzing animal remains, the refuse 

from ancient dinners discarded thousands 

of years ago. Samples collected from Alutiiq 

settlements are his laboratory. Working on 

the samples has been a big challenge. One 

collection weighs over a ton and had to be 

shipped to Mike’s lab in Bellingham. But the 

information Mike is able to squeeze out of 

these collections has been worth the eff ort.

 Two collections caught his attention, both 

are historic and date to the Little Ice Age, a 

period where temperatures were much colder 

than “normal”. One collection comes from 

the Alutiiq village at Awa’uq, the Refuge Rock 

site near Sitkalidak Island. Most collections 

of animal remains have a mix of sea otters, 

harbor seals, cod, and salmon. Awa’uq is 

diff erent. It contains quantities of fur seal and 

 Artifacts made by Kodiak’s earliest hunters.

Tangraqa! I See It! 
 Th e museum’s popular Alutiiq history game is now portable. We 

are turning our gallery display of artifacts through the ages into a set of 

fi ve posters. Each image designed by Jill Lipka depicts objects from a 

period of Alutiiq history, from the distant past to recent times. Search 

for objects, learn about Alutiiq technology, and practice your Alutiiq 

vocabulary. Each poster includes Alutiiq terms for objects. Can’t fi nd 

an artifact? Not sure what a lance looks like? No worries! Each poster 

comes with a key.

 Copies of the posters will be distributed to Kodiak schools and tribal 

organizations, and will be available to the public through the Alutiiq 

Museum store at the start of 2014. Please contact Marya Halvorsen

for more information, 907-486-7004. Developed with generous 

funding from the Native Village of Afognak, through a grant from 

the Administration for Native Americans (#90NL0530-01-00).

porpoise remains. Is this evidence of climate 

change? Mike thinks not. He believes that 

these animals, often found in open water, 

were simply more accessible on Kodiak’s 

southeastern coast than in other areas.

 Th e other collection is from the Igvak site, 

a settlement on Afognak Island where Russian 

Breathing New Life Into Old Collections
and Alutiiq people both lived. Here, the bones 

and shells left behind in the Alutiiq area of 

the settlement are typical of those harvested 

in the region today: harbor seals, puffi  ns, cod, 

mussels, and steamer clams. Again, the colder 

weather doesn’t appear to have altered the 

resources available for subsistence.

Fur Sea near St. Paul, Pribilof Islands, Alaska.  Photo courtesy Mike Etnier.

mailto:marya@alutiiqmuseum.org
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 Jacqueline Madsen’s family goes back 

many generations in the Kodiak area and her 

father, Roy Madsen, raised his family to be 

proud of their Alutiiq heritage. Jacqueline is 

continually impressed by how her ancestors 

lived on this island. 

 “Whenever I hear people complain 

Membership matters. Join Jacqueline in sharing with your contribution to the Alutiiq Museum.

SupportSupport

about the weather in Kodiak I think, our 

ancestors lived in this in gut skin parkas!” says 

Jacqueline.

 When the Alutiiq Museum opened in 

1995, she was thrilled. Born and raised in 

Kodiak, she feels that people had been waiting 

for a community institution celebrating 

Alutiiq culture. Today, Jacqueline continues 

to believe that it’s important to teach younger 

generations of Kodiak Islanders, of all cultural 

backgrounds, about the island’s history.

 “Especially for people moving here from 

other places, the Alutiiq Museum is a great 

place to learn about Kodiak history and to 

appreciate the Alutiiq people and the rich 

cultural legacy that exists here,” she says.

 Her favorite museum programs are the 

hands-on, family activities that combine 

past and present, including the annual 

petroglyph pumpkin carving event and recent 

demonstration on preparing traditional foods.  

For Jacqueline, the museum’s biggest impact 

for the Kodiak community is the preservation 

of Alutiiq culture.

 “Without all the archaeological excavations, 

especially the Karluk research that brought 

artifacts back to the repository, knowledge 

would have been lost forever without the 

eff ort to preserve and share,” she says. 

 Jacqueline supports the Alutiiq Museum 

in a multitude of ways. From her personal 

membership, to donating part of her Alaska 

Permanent Fund dividend through Pick.Click.

Give., and volunteering as an artist demonstrator, 

she feels that sharing is a part of Alutiiq culture. 

 “Sharing is a big component for me. 

Sharing my art and knowledge as well as 

fi nancial contributions is important.” 

Jacqueline with her father Roy Madsen. Courtesy Jacqueline Madsen.

Member Spotlight – Jacqueline Madsen
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Relax
Free Museum Admission 
November 21 – December 21, 2013

We have a holiday gift for you!  Bring your family and friends to the 

Alutiiq Museum and receive free admission for everyone.  Visit our 

exhibits, play in the children’s corner, watch videos, shop in our store. 

It’s all free, a gift to Kodiak from Key Bank.

Shop
Holiday Bazaar
December 14, 2013, Noon – 3:30 pm

Looking for that perfect gift, something beautiful, unique, and locally 

made?  Kodiak artists will sell their creations in our gallery.  Buy from 

local craftsmen or shop in our store, where giftwrapping is always free. 

Refreshments sponsored by GCI.

Celebrate
Tuesday, January 7, time to be announced

Sing in Russian Christmas with carolers from the Holy Resurrection 

Russian Orthodox Church, at the museum following Vespers.  Free to 

the public. Time to be announced.

Give
Give to the future. Support the Alutiiq Museum with a gift from your 

2013 Permanent Fund Dividend. Pick. Click. Give. when you fi le 

online in January. Take a moment to direct a portion of next year’s 

payment to the museum.  It’s safe, secure, and a great way to support 

heritage education.

Utaqalirciqamken! – We will wait for you!
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Old Harbor children playing with a sled, ca. 1950. Violet Able 

Collection, Courtesy the Old Harbor Native Corporation. AM507.

Th e Alutiiq Museum is closed for the holiday season from Sunday, December 22nd to January 7th.


