
Alutiiq Museum Bulletin
Vol 18, No.1, Summer 2013

1

When Alisha Drabek was a child growing up 
in Kodiak, Alutiiq traditions were hidden and 
poorly understood outside of Alutiiq culture-
bearers. People didn’t speak the Alutiiq language 
openly or celebrate Native heritage in public ways. 
“Alutiiq history and worldview were not taught at 
all when I was in school here. In fact, the subtle 
prejudices against our people simmered under the 
surface. It wasn’t until I left for college in 1990 that 
I was able to grow my knowledge about the Alutiiq 
people and our place in the world. My true deeper 
access to this knowledge came upon my return as 
an adult, as I have spent time with our Elders.”

As an adult, Drabek hopes to change the 
experiences of younger generations. “One day 
Kodiak youth will grow up immersed in Alutiiq 
traditions and values, and never be made to feel 
shame about being Native or kept from embracing 
their cultural identity or speaking the Alutiiq 
language,” she said. Drabek will have her chance to 
continue shaping the cultural landscape of Kodiak 
as the Alutiiq Museum’s next Executive Director. 

Th e Alutiiq Heritage Foundation selected 
Drabek to fi ll the leadership position, following the 
resignation of Sven Haakanson, Jr. in June.  Drabek 
began work at the museum on August 5th.  She is 
the museum’s third Executive Director and has a 
history of partnership with the organization. As a 
KANA intern, Drabek helped former Vice President 
Rita Stevens organize construction paperwork 
from the museum project. More recently, she has 
produced language learning materials, designed 
and edited publications, served on the museum’s 
collections advisory committee, and participated in 
long range planning. Th rough her past experience 
with the collections committee, Drabek also 
recognizes “the incredible responsibility that the 
museum has for the care, stewardship and sharing 
of Alutiiq cultural resources in partnerships with 
Kodiak Alutiiq tribes and Native Corporations, 
along with outside museums.”

Margaret Roberts, Chair of the Alutiiq Heritage 
Foundation, the museum’s governing organization 
said, “Alisha Drabek is an inspiration and role 
model to our people in celebrating Alutiiq heritage 
through living culture. Th e Alutiiq Heritage 
Foundation Board of Directors are pleased and 

exceptionally proud that Alisha will lead the Alutiiq 
Museum in preserving and sharing the culture and 
history of the Alutiiq people.”

A Kodiak resident and Alutiiq tribal member 
with connections to Kodiak and Afognak village, 
Drabek brings a host of skills to the museum. 
In 2012, she earned her doctorate in Indigenous 
Studies from the University of Alaska, with a focus 
on education and Indigenous Knowledge Systems. 
She is well known for her work with the Alutiiq 
language, which she learned as an apprentice to 
Elder Phyllis Peterson and many other Kodiak 
Elders. She is also an accomplished grant writer, 
college professor, graphic designer, and an award-
winning writer. A children’s book that she co-
authored, Th e Red Cedar of Afognak: A Driftwood 
Journey, won an American Book Award from the 
Before Columbus Foundation. 

“Being able to strengthen community 
connections and wellness are what most excite 
me,” said Drabek. “Whether this comes from 
fostering Alutiiq language usage, culturally relevant 
education in our schools, increased access to cultural 
knowledge, or sharing our heritage with the world 
to improve cross-cultural communication, I want 
to continue the progress we have made in these 
areas as a community.”

Drabek to Lead Museum

Alisha Drabek, seated, and the Alutiiq Museum 
staff , July 2013. Standing from left Marnie Leist, 
Marya Halvorsen, Jill Lipka, Danielle Ringer, Amy 
Steffi  an, Katie St. John, and Patrick Saltonstall.

Fall Lecture Line Up 
All lectures are free to the public and begin at 

7:00 pm in the Alutiiq Museum Gallery.

Th ursday, August 22
Documenting Afognak Village as an Historic 

Landscape for the National Register of Historic Places 

Robert Kopperl, Archaeologist, SWCA 

Environmental Consultants

Th ursday, September 19
Alutiiq Skin Sewing and the Etholen Collection 

Susan Malutin, Teri Schneider, Marya Halvorsen, 

Hanna Sholl and Cathy Cordry, Kodiak Skin Sewers

Th ursday, September 26
Kodiak’s Native Orchids – A Natural Treasure to 

be Enjoyed and Protected

Stacy Studebaker, Kodiak Botanist

Th ursday, October 3
Reinventing the Th elma C, a Legacy Kodiak Seiner

Toby Sullivan, Executive Director, 

Kodiak Maritime Museum

Th ursday, October 10
Breathing New Life Into Old Collections

Mike Etnier, Researcher Faculty, 

Western Washington University

Monday, October 14
Gulf Apex Predator Prey Whale Research: 

Where We’ve Been and Where We’re Going 

Bree Witteveen, Research Assistant Professor, 

University of Alaska Fairbanks

Th ursday, October 17
Kodiak Prehistory in Recent Decades

Patrick Saltonstall, Curator, 

Alutiiq Museum

Th ursday, October 24
Corked at Karluk: Salmon Fishing and the Creation 

of the Karluk Reservation in Territorial Alaska

Anjuli Grantham, Public Historian

Monday, October 28
Archaeology of Chirikof Island

Catherine Foster West, Professor, 

Boston University
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Cama’i, 
I am honored to be selected to serve as the Alutiiq 

Museum and Alutiiq Heritage Foundation’s 

Executive Director. One of the best parts of my new 

job is that I now get to work daily with a group of 

experts in their fi eld who are passionate about the 

same things as I am: Alutiiq culture, history and 

community wellbeing through education. Refl ecting 

on all that the Alutiiq Museum staff  and supporters 

have collectively accomplished over the years, I am so 

hopeful for the next phase of accomplishments that 

we can achieve together. I encourage our members to 

reach out to staff  and let them know what you appreciate 

about the great work they have been doing. 

As I joined the staff  I was invited to participate in a 

two-day Board and staff  strategic planning session. 

It was such an amazing opportunity for us to plan 

the future of the organization and work to clarify 

our mission together. I could not have asked for a 

better orientation. Th is plan has developed through 

recent and ongoing outreach eff orts. So, if there is 

an aspect of our programs or services that you want 

to encourage please let us know. Now, it is my job 

to help launch a new fundraising and membership 

engagement drive that will not just stabilize the 

Museum’s operations, but will grow its programs 

and services to reach our shared goals. 

For those of you on Kodiak Island, stop by to see our 

newly renovated gallery when you can take a break 

from summertime activities. And for those of you 

off -island, check us out on Facebook and the Alutiiq 

Museum website. Our Community Archaeology 

crew has had some amazing fi nds posted online. 

Carliarluci! (You all take care!) 

Alisha S Englartaq Drabek, PhD
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ALUTIIQ HERITAGE FOUNDATION MISSION STATEMENT:
Th e Alutiiq Heritage Foundation, through the Alutiiq Museum and 
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and promotes greater awareness of the rich cultural legacy of the 

indigenous peoples of the greater Gulf of Alaska region. Our collections 
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support research on Alutiiq culture history, and disseminate the results of 

this research to the public through educational outreach, exhibits, special 

events, publications, and scholarly presentations.
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EducationEducation

 Th e Alutiiq Word of the Week, our 

popular weekly lessons on all things 

Alutiiq, is now available electronically. 

On the museum’s website you can 

fi nd all 490 lessons, each with a 

sound fi le. Want to practice 

speaking in Alutiiq? Click on a 

sound bar to hear Elders Nick 

Alokli, Sophie Shepherd, and 

Florence Pestrikoff  says words and 

sentences. Need to research a topic for a paper or presentation? Search 

the archive for easy access to cultural information. Th e lessons are 

alphabetized, grouped by subject, and can be searched for any topic. 

Want to know all about kayaks? Type in the word kayak and the 

archive will bring up every lesson where that word appears. Searches 

can be done in English or Alutiiq. Th is helpful resource is one of 

several online publications produced with generous support from the 

Native Village of Afognak through a grant from the Administration 

for Native Americans (#90NL0530-01-00). Visit the archive at 

http://alutiiqmuseum.org/word-of-the-week-archive.html?sid=182, 

and check out NVA’s Learn the Alutiiq Language web site at 

http://www.alutiiqlanguage.org/.

Ila’aqikut. Ila’aqikut. – Join us (In the future).– Join us (In the future). 3

Cooking Alutiiq Style
 Ptarmigan jerky. Kelp chips. Pickled Octopus. Th ese are just a sample of the tasty recipes 

you will fi nd in Th e Wild Foods Cookbook, a new museum publication that highlights the 

preparation of locally harvested foods. Th is 68-page book explores Alutiiq cuisine from 

beverages and appetizers to side dishes, main course, and desserts, all illustrated with photos 

from the museum’s collections.

 Th e cookbook grew from Neq’rkat - Th e Alutiiq Wild Foods Project, a twelve-month 

exploration of Alutiiq foodways. Working with knowledgeable community members, the 

museum highlighted a diff erent wild food each month and invited the public to learn 

about its harvesting, preparation, and consumption. Along the way, staff  members collected 

recipes and videotaped the experts in action. Th e results are summarized in the cookbook 

and on DVD with short fi lms about the featured foods.

 Five hundred copies of the cookbook/DVD combo will be printed in September and 

distributed for free. Both resources will debut at a community wild foods potluck, and be 

available on the museum’s website. Th is project was generously funded by a grant from the 

National Park Service, Tribal Preservation Program. 

Online Archive 
Shares Word 
of the Week

A spring trip to the Alutiiq Museum

generated inspiration for some poetry.  

Old Harbor students crafted these 

haiku about artifacts they studied. 

Quyanaa – Th ank you to teacher 

Jennifer Simeonoff  for sharing. 

Petroglyph Rubbing – by Jordan S. 

An old happy face

came to life on my paper: 

petroglyph rubbing  

Spear Tip – by Alec I. 

Th e slate stone spear tip 

from 3,000 years ago:

sharp as a razor  

Labret – by Dahlia B. 

Oval wood labret

Preserved for 500 years

Makes me smile today

Culture Inspired 

Poetry

Th e Feast Bowl – by Daisy C. 

Th e wooden feast bowl

is oozing greasy black oil

from long ago feasts

Whaling – by Robert R. 

Majestic being

hit with a poisoned spear, 

paralyzing strike

Th e Kayak – by Angel C. 

Old wooden kayak,

made without plastic or paint:

water tight, perfect!



CollectionsCollections

 Climate change has been a topic of great 

concern at the Alutiiq Museum, but not the 

climate change you may be thinking of. Th e 

museum carefully tracks the temperature and 

humidity in its building to preserve delicate 

artifacts. Too wet and warm and paper and 

skin objects can mold. Too dry and others will 

crack. Gut and wood like a bit of moisture. 

In recent years, the museum’s aging HVAC 

system has not been functioning well, causing 

the climate inside the museum to change 

more than it should.  

 “Th e Alutiiq Museum is over 18 years 

old,” said Museum Manager Katie St. John. 

“In the past two decades climate control 

machinery has improved signifi cantly. We 
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have been struggling to keep our HVAC 

systems operating, but now they are obsolete. 

Th e parts we need to repair them aren’t even 

made anymore! “

 Th is fall a $127,000 grant from the 

Rasmuson Foundation will allow the museum 

to update these systems. Funding will be 

used to replace two HVAC units, weatherize 

doors, and install computer controls to better 

track temperature and humidity. All of this 

will bring the museum’s heating and cooling 

systems into the modern age. 

 “Imagine using a computer manufactured 

18 years ago to run your business and you’ll 

understand the importance of this upgrade,” 

said St. John.

Controlling the Climate

 Skin-covered kayaks were used throughout Alaska for travel and 

hunting. Th e frames were constructed of lightweight wood, often 

driftwood, and tied with sinew. Expertly cleaned, stretched, and 

stitched sea mammal skins provided the outer covering.

 One of the special objects in the museum’s collection is a kayak was 

used by Orthodox missionaries in the nineteenth century. Traveling 

along the Nushagak River, the missionaries visited communities 

by kayak and baptized Native people. Bishop Gregory and 

Protopresbyter Joseph Kreta discovered this boat in the old Nushagak 

Church (Dillingham) in the 

1980s. Th e village had been 

destroyed by fl oods and 

was subsequently relocated. 

In the basement of the old 

church, they also recovered 

a large number of historic 

documents, which are 

currently in the Orthodox 

Archives in Kodiak. 

 Th e kayak was sent to 

Saint Herman Th eological 

Seminary and then to the 

Russian Orthodox Museum 

in Anchorage. When the 

Orthodox museum closed in 

2009, the church returned all 

of the objects they acquired 

to the churches that donated them. However, there were some objects 

that needed special care, or whose origins were uncertain. Th ese 

artifacts came to the Alutiiq Museum for safekeeping.

 Other pieces in the collection include lampadas, liturgical items 

such as a gutskin covered candleholder, handmade wedding crowns, 

a framed banner, personal icons, a peg calendar, model ciqlluaq, 

typewriter with Cyrillic keys, Russian glass beads, and a historic 

microscope.

Collections Spotlight – Nushagak Kayak

Kayak frame from Nushigak. Russian Orthodox 



ResearchResearch

Old Harbor Excavation 

 Sometimes the past and the present meet in interesting ways. 

Archaeologist Patrick Saltonstall found himself working with bulldozer 

and ancient arrowheads this summer, preserving Alutiiq heritage in Old 

Harbor. While planning a new airstrip, the community learned of three 

ancient Alutiiq settlements in the construction zone. To care for these 

sites, and the information they contain, Old Harbor hired the Alutiiq 

Museum to lead excavations. Saltonstall, a crew of archaeologists, 

and local interns Danielle Christiansen, Brian Koozaata, and Devin 

Koozaata spent six weeks studying Alutiiq history on a thumb of land 

overlooking Midway Bay.

 Th e three sites spanned Alutiiq history and produced a rich 

assemblage of artifacts and features. “Along the edge of the peninsula 

we found two sites from early prehistoric times, said Saltonstall. “One 

produced a very old structure, a circular house with a small stone 

hearth. We were able to fi nd the entire house, because no one ever 

built on top of it. It’s probably the oldest and most complete structures 

we’ve ever studied.” Th e structure’s exact age will be determined this 

winter when scientists send a sample of wood charcoal from the hearth 

to a radiocarbon dating lab.

 At the other end of the peninsula, in a much younger site, excavators 

studied a collection of sod houses. Saltonstall believes this small village 

with a commanding view of Midway Bay is about 500 years old and 

that hunting was one of its resident’s chief activities, he explains.

 “Th e artifacts from the site include endblades – sharp pieces of slate 

designed to tip bone harpoons, and there was a lot of pottery – pieces 

of ceramic pots that Alutiiqs once used to hold sea mammal oil.” Studies 

of the collection will take place in the museum’s lab this winter and result 

in both a report and an educational brochure summarizing the results.

Weaving Exhibit Funded
 Grass and spruce root will be the celebrities in an exhibit planned 

for next spring. With help from a $35,000 grant from the Paul G. 

Allen Family Foundation, the museum will share the history of Alutiiq 

weaving. A combination of photos, woven objects, raw materials, 

videos, activities, and a paperback booklet will tell the story and 

provide access to objects not seen in Kodiak for over a century.

 “Weaving Traditions builds on the museum’s eff orts to invigorate 

the weaving arts by connecting people to collections,” said Museum 

Manager Katie St. John. “In 2011, Sven Haakanson took a team of 

weavers to St. Petersburg to study Aleut and Alutiiq basketry. One goal 

was to bring weaving knowledge back to Alaska. Part of returning this 

knowledge is creating resources for the entire community. Th e exhibit 

and booklet will help many people explore Alutiiq weaving and create 

a lasting, accessible record of baskets stored far from home.” 

 Exhibits coordinator Jill Lipka will combine ancient, historic, 

and contemporary woven objects in the displays. “We want to give 

people a sense of the beauty and complexity of the fi ber arts, and to 

provide opportunities for hands on exploration. We are planning some 

weaving stations where visitors can try their hand at twining and knot 

tying,” said Lipka. 

Tun’gaa. Tun’gaa. – He is giving it to another.– He is giving it to another. 5

Danielle Christiansen holds quartz crystals found in the 500 year old village site.

Grass basket detail, Russian Museum of Ethnography collection. 
Photo by Will Anderson. 
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Annual ReportAnnual Report

Silugtukut – We are Proud  

Th e Alutiiq Museum ended its fi scal year on December 31, 2012. 

We look back with pride on the accomplishments of the past year. 

Th e museum continues to be a place where people expand their 

knowledge of Kodiak history and where the Alutiiq story can be 

explored joyfully. 

2012 Balance Sheet
Assets  2012 2011

 Total Current Assets  $469,686 $614,694

 Total Fixed Assets  $150,805 $150,805

Total Assets  $620,491 $765,499

Liabilities and Equity 

 Total Liabilities  $  63,260 $  79,725

 Total Equity  $557,231 $685,774

Total Liabilities and Equity  $620,491 $765,499

2012 Profit & Loss Statement
Revenue 2012

Total Earned Revenue  $384,310.60

Total Donations  $190,095.15

Total Grant Income  $187,851.05 

Total Revenue  $762,256.80  

Expenses 

Total Personnel  $485,896.49 

Total Travel  $  47,679.18 

Total Services  $219,916.60 

Total Supplies  $120,466.42 

Total Equipment  $  16,840.19 

Total Expenses  $890,798.88  

Net Proceeds -  $128,542.08

2012 Grant Summary
22 grants from 13 entities 

$187,851.05 total grant income 

25% of income, 28% of expenditures 

9 staff  members fully or partially employed through grant projects

Recent Accomplishments: 

Collections
 • Developed a publication on the Karluk One collection with 

essays from 27 contributors, and 365 photographs.  Secured 

publishing agreement with the University of Alaska Press.

 • Purchased four works of contemporary Alutiiq art with funds 

from the Rasmuson Foundation.

 • Completed transfer of fauna collections to the Burke Museum, with 

help from Pacifi c Alaska Freightways and Carlile Transportation.

Education
 • Created a cookbook and twelve short fi lms on wild foods.

 • Taught skin sewing in 5 Alutiiq villages.

 • Led monthly Saturday arts programs for youth.

 • Hosted a lecture series on local scientifi c research. 

 • Promoted the work of more than 30 local artists.

 • Entire Gallery Renovated

  Our Ancestors and I See It! permanent exhibits installed.

Research
 • Updated and published a book of over 470 Alutiiq Word of 

the Week lessons.

 • Published a book on the Alutiiq collections stored in Russia.

 • Studied Alutiiq clothing in Finland with local skin sewers.

 • Investigated Alutiiq subsistence practices and created an 

archive of interviews.

 • Excavated archaeological sites in Womens Bay and Old Harbor.

 • Mapped, tested, and monitored archaeological sites around 

the archipelago.

Teri Schneider, Susan Malutin and Cathy Cordy studying an Alutiiq parka at 
the National Museum of Finland.

Annual Meeting
Tuesday, August 20, 6:00 pm

Koniag / KANA Building

Refreshments! Door prizes! Artists! Language! Join the Alutiiq 

Museum’s board and staff  for presentations about the museum’s 

work and to learn about upcoming projects. For more information 

please contact Katie St. John, katie@alutiiqmuseum.org, 

907-486-7004, x 28
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 Sylvia King lives in the 

San Francisco Bay area. She 

is a retired speech therapist 

who enjoys tutoring, 

gardening, spending time 

with her husband, and 

traveling. Sylvia may live 

far from Kodiak, but she 

feels a deep connection to 

the island and her Alutiiq 

heritage. Four years ago 

she decided to promote 

her heritage by buying a 

museum membership. 

 Sylvia said, “Th e fact 

that their research was 

enriching me and my 

heritage as well as others, was wonderful. Th e quality of their 

outreach is a gift to all of us who have an Alutiiq background. I feel 

blessed that I can support them.”

Membership matters. Join Sylvia in purchasing a museum membership 
and be a proud participant in the museum’s work.
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 Living far from Kodiak, there are many museum programs 

that Sylvia can’t participate in. However, she loves the fact that the 

Kodiak community benefi ts from arts workshops, subsistence studies, 

and hands on participation in archaeology. “Th e museum seems to 

endlessly provide enriching programs for its members,” she said. 

 Sylvia’s favorite program is the Alutiiq Word of the Week. She said 

she learns something from every lesson and marvels at the scope of 

information covered. She was also amazed by the Giinaquq: Like a Face 

project, which brought Kodiak masks to the Alutiiq Museum from 

the Château-Musée in France, and resulted in two publications. 

 “Th e books created bridges from our ancestors to us and generations 

in the future, which surely made our ancestors rejoice. An amazing, 

amazing gift from the museum,” Sylvia said. She dreams of a future 

museum project focused on Alutiiq genealogy and said, “It would be 

another wonderful bridge into our past, and no doubt, the museum 

would do a superb job!”

 “When I realized that the Alutiiq Museum has averaged one award 

per year since its inception in 1995, I realized I’m not the only one 

to marvel at its vision and standards. Everyone associated with the 

museum should be proud,” she said. 

Sylvia KingSylvia King


