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Gallery Gets Facelift
 Imagine your living room. Now think 

of what it would look like if 8,000 people 

visited every year . . . for 18 years!  Can you 

see the stains in the carpet, the scuff marks 

on the walls? Th e Alutiiq Museum has been 

a community gathering place for nearly two 

decades, and despite careful maintenance our 

public space is showing its age. 

 Just like a home, museums need 

maintenance. In some cases, a museum 

gallery may need even more TLC than your 

living room. “Every year we hang many things 

in our gallery – from heavy cases to framed 

photographs and works of art,” said Exhibits 

Coordinator Jill Lipka. “Th at results in a lot 

of holes in the walls, and a lot of patching and 

painting. At a certain point we just need an 

entirely fresh start.”

 With generous support from the Rasmuson 

Foundation, Royal Dutch Shell Oil, and 

Natives of Kodiak, Inc., that fresh start is 

underway. Th e Alutiiq Museums’ gallery is 

getting a facelift.  Th e project began in early 

January and will be completed by April 2nd. 

In addition to a clean coat of paint, the gallery 

will receive new carpeting and partition walls 

with electrical outlets.

 Th e renovation started like many others, 

with moving and demolition. Th e museum 

staff  worked as a team to take everything out 

of the gallery – everything! It took a week 

to uninstall exhibits and safely store their 

contents. Th e large kayak display presented 

special challenges.  Th e team had to clear a 

space in the collections storage room and 

build custom wood and fabric mounts to 

cradle the boat in its new perch. Th ere were 

many less glamorous jobs- tearing down old 

partitions, removing plastic baseboard, and 

scraping gunk off  the walls.

 Th e work also presented the opportunity 

to take care of some important housekeeping 

– replacing exhibit labels, cleaning the inside 

of cases, and completing odd jobs. “I cut a 

trap door in the kayak display case,” said 

Lipka. “Storage space is so valuable to the 

museum. Now we can store boxes under the 

display – accessible and out of sight.”

 Th e current renovation represents the 

fi rst major phase in updating the museum’s 

facilities. Executive Director Sven Haakanson, 

Jr. said, “We still need to replace some areas of 

drywall in our temporary gallery, and we are 

planning to develop an entirely new museum 

store. We are also working to update our 

aging climate control systems. Maintaining 

a clean, stable environment is important for 

the long-term preservation of the collections 

in our care.”

 Follow the progress of our renovation on 

the museum’s Facebook [www.facebook.com/

AlutiiqMuseum ] page.Staff  members move the kayak to storage.

Alutiiq Museum Gallery 
Grand Reopening

Grand Reopening Celebration
Kulich cook-off , door prizes, 

refreshments, store sale

Friday, April 5, 5:15 pm
Sponsored by Era Alaska and Henry’s 

Great Alaskan Restaurant

Free Community Admission
April 2 – 16
See our new and updated displays. 

Shop new merchandise in our store.

Courtesy Natives of Kodiak, Inc., 

the Rasmuson Foundation, 

and Royal Dutch Shell Oil

Kulich-Off

Fire up your ovens! We are looking for 

your best loaf of Kulich (Easter Bread). 

Bring your entry to the Alutiiq Museum 

on Friday, April 5th by noon, for our 

contest. A panel of esteemed community 

judges will complete a blind taste test to 

rate all entries. Th e winner will receive 

a round-trip ticket to Anchorage on Era 

Aviation and “Kulich of the Year” bragging 

rights. Entries may be shipped to us – as 

long as they arrive by contest time. Share 

your recipe or keep it secret! It’s up to you. 

One entry per contestant. For an entry 

form visit the events page of our web site 

[ http://alutiiqmuseum.org/events.html ], 

or contact Danielle Ringer 

d a n i e l l e @ a l u t i i q m u s e u m . o r g ,

907-486-7004.  

www.facebook.com/alutiiqmuseum
http://alutiiqmuseum.org/events.html
mailto:danielle@alutiiqmuseum.org
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Cama’i Friends,
At times, the Alutiiq Museum feels like a teenager! At 18 

we are outgrowing our facilities, trying on a new look, 

and imagining the next decade.  Like growing up, this is 

a normal, sometimes exasperating, often exciting process 

for our small institution. As I write, the noisy business of 

refurbishing the gallery proceeds just beyond my offi  ce 

door. Paint, carpet, new walls, and electrical updates will 

set the stage for exhibit and store improvements.  We 

are also working to replace our outdated climate control 

system and expand collections storage so that we can 

continue to accept new collections. Th ese projects are a 

foundation for the museum’s future. 

How can you help? Behind every great institution are 

donors, people who believe in the organization’s work 

and are willing to support it. If you are living in Alaska, 

please consider a donation from your Permanent Fund 

Dividend through the Pick. Click. Give. A number of 

our staff  members and friends have already given through 

this program. I challenge you to join us. Th is is a safe, 

simple way to participate in preserving and sharing our 

ancestor’s culture. Or, consider a museum membership. 

Mail the membership form in this newsletter to us.

Giving is an Alutiiq tradition. Our Elders teach us that 

sharing insures a healthy community. When we are lucky 

enough to harvest a seal or fi ll our nets with salmon, we 

give. We are the caretakers of the resources we receive and 

responsible for making sure that our family, friends, and 

neighbors benefi t from our good fortune. I believe strongly 

that caring for our culture is part of this responsibility.  

I’m making a donation from my dividend. Won’t you?

Wishing you a happy, peaceful Easter, and a year fi lled 

with possibilities.

Sven
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Archaeological Repository
215 Mission Road, Suite 101

Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Phone: 907-486-7004  Fax: 907-486-7048

email: info@alutiiqmuseum.org

www.alutiiqmuseum.org

Alutiiq Heritage Foundation:Alutiiq Heritage Foundation:

 Chair:  Will Anderson, Koniag, Inc.

 Vice Chair:  Margaret Roberts, Koniag, Inc.

 Secretary: Donene Tweten, Natives of Kodiak, Inc.

 Treasurer: Perry Eaton, Ouzinkie Native Corp.

 Board Member: Jay Baldwin, Leisnoi, Inc.

 Board Member: Margie Bezona, KANA

 Board Member: Fred Coyle, Akhiok-Kaguyak, Inc.

 Board Member: Tanya Inga, Old Harbor Native Corp.

 Board Member: Loretta Nelson, Afognak Native Corp. 

 Board Member: Gordon Pullar, at large

 Board Member: Andy Teuber, KANA

Alutiiq Museum Staff:Alutiiq Museum Staff:

 Executive Director: Sven Haakanson, Jr.

 Deputy Director:  Amy Steffi  an

 Museum Manager: Katie St. John

 Curator: Patrick Saltonstall

 Registrar: Marnie Leist

 Exhibits Coordinator: Jill Lipka

 Collections Assistant:  Carrie Barker

 Language Program Manager: April Laktonen Counceller

 Public Outreach Coordinator: Danielle Ringer

 Store Manager: Marya Halvorsen

Th e Alutiiq Museum is governed by Afgonak Native Corporation, 

Akhiok Kaguyak Inc., KANA, Koniag Inc., Leisnoi Inc., Natives of 

Kodiak Inc., Old Harbor Native Corporation, and Ouzinkie Native 

Corporation. Each organization elects a representative to the Alutiiq 

Heritage Foundation, the Alutiiq Museum’s board. Funding is provided 

by charitable contributions, membership fees, grants, contracts and sales 

from the museum store.

ALUTIIQ HERITAGE FOUNDATION MISSION STATEMENT:
Th e Alutiiq Heritage Foundation, through the Alutiiq Museum and 

Archaeological Repository, preserve the traditions of the Alutiiq people 

and promotes greater awareness of the rich cultural legacy of the 

indigenous peoples of the greater Gulf of Alaska region. Our collections 

are held in a repository that is accessible to the public. We encourage and 

support research on Alutiiq culture history, and disseminate the results of 

this research to the public through educational outreach, exhibits, special 

events, publications, and scholarly presentations.

Tax ID #92-0150422
Th e Alutiiq Museum Bulletin is published quarterly.

Printed by Camai Printing

Alutiiq Museum

Did You Know?!

Th e Rasmuson Foundation will award 

$5,000 to the three Alaskan non-profi ts 

that increase their earnings from the 

Pick. Click. Give. program the most! 

Help the Alutiiq Museum earn this 

reward with a donation from your permanent 

fund dividend. Already fi led? Not a problem. You 

can go back and add a donation. It’s easy. Just visit the 

PFD on line [ http://www.pfd.state.ak.us/ ] to learn how.

http://www.pfd.state.ak.us/
http://www.pfd.state.ak.us/


EducationEducation

Helsinki may seem like a long way to go to see Alutiiq artifacts, 

but that is just what fi ve Kodiak skin sewers will do this month. 

Th e Alutiiq Museum is spearheading a trip to Finland in an eff ort 

to connect the next generation of artists with the work of their 

ancestors. Th e group, led by Alutiiq Museum Executive Director 

Sven Haakanson and master skin sewer Susan Malutin, will study 

the Etholén Collection in Finland. Th is collection holds roughly 

700 nineteeth century ethnographic items collected in Alaska by 

Arvid Adolf Etholén. Many pieces originated from the Alutiiq 

region and off er a rare glimpse into the intricate stitches and 

durable materials that people utilized in their clothing.

 Why are these pieces in Finland and who was the man 

responsible for their preservation? Born on January 9, 1799 in 

Helsinki, Finland, Arvid Adolf Etholén left school at an early age 

to join the Finnish merchant fl eet. At age 19 he signed a contract to 

work for the Russian-American Company and served in colonies 

abroad. In 1840, he rose to the position of the company’s Chief 

Manager. He became the governor of the Russian colonies, and 

lived in Sitka with his wife Margareth.

 During his years in Alaska, Etholén pursued his interest in 

geographical exploration. Today, Alaskan landmarks such as Cape 

Etolin, Etolin Strait, and Mount Etolin bear his name. He was 

also fascinated by Alaska Native cultures and fond of collecting 

tools, art, and clothing during his extensive travels. Th is included 

pieces from Kodiak Island.

 Th e collection amassed by Etholén from 1826 to 1845 is 

currently held by the National Museum of Finland. Novice 

Who Was Arvid 
Adolf Etholén?

Explorer Arvid Adolf Etholén 
(1799-1876)

Kodiak skin sewers Cathy Cordry, Marya Halvorsen, Hanna 

Palmer, and Teri Schneider will research the Alutiiq clothing with 

experienced sewer Susan Malutin to expand their understanding 

of sewing techniques. Following the visit, the team will create a 

caribou skin garment with the help of students in fi ve Kodiak 

village schools, bringing a bit of the knowledge Etholén preserved 

back home.

Agngua’usnga. – Dance with me. 3

Caribou skin boots, Etholén Collection, National Museum of Finland.

Sewing Circle 
Interns Wanted

Do you like to sew? Are your curious about Alutiiq stitching techniques? 

Would you like help with our newest parka? Join our Sewing Circle. Th e 

Alutiiq Museum is recruiting three students to be part of our team of skin 

sewers. Starting in September of 2013 the New Sewers Club will meet one 

evening each week at the Alutiiq Museum. No experience is necessary. We will 

teach you the basics and provide a small stipend. To learn more, please contact 

Danielle Ringer at 486-7004, x22 or danielle@alutiiqmuseum.org, 

for more information.

mailto:danielle@alutiiqmuseum.org


ArchaeologyArchaeology

 Imagine piling your dinner 

leftovers outside your house for 

generations. Th e accumulated 

bones would create an impressive 

pile. Ancient Alutiiqs did just 

this, dumping fi sh, bird, sea 

mammal, and shellfi sh remains 

in their settlements. Th e result is 

hundreds of midden sites. When 

archaeologists dig into these 

sites, they collect samples of the 

animal remains to learn about past 

subsistence practices. Scientists 

can track what people ate, and 

learn about the season of harvest, 

patterns of butchery, and even 

changes in the environment. 

 Over the past three decades, 

archaeologists collected hundreds 

of bulky bags of shell and bone 

from Kodiak sites. Th ese samples 

have taught us amazing things 

about the Alutiiq world, but they 

Arya’aruaqa – My girlfriend 4

take up more space than the Alutiiq 

Museum can provide. Th ere are also 

many scientists in the lower 48 states 

who wish to study them.

 To address these issues, the Alutiiq 

Museum recently devised a unique 

solution. Th e University of Washington’s 

Anthropology Department also had large 

collections of animal remains from Kodiak 

that needed a home. Th e UW Burke 

Museum of Natural History and Culture 

off ered to store all of the samples together, 

from both institutions, if the Alutiiq 

Museum would assist with the paperwork. 

We agreed. Alutiiq Museum Registrar 

Marnie Leist worked with collection 

owners to donate all the materials to the 

Burke Museum and provided the Burke 

with copies of all our documentation. 

Th e fi nal step was shipping. With the 

help of Pacifi c Alaska Freightways and 

Carlisle Transportation Systems, about 

100 Rubbermaid totes of samples sailed 

to Seattle last November.

 Th e Burke Museum is now preparing 

the collections for use by researchers. One 

of the fi rst steps is to look through all of 

the material to ensure that they contain 

no human remains. Kodiak’s midden sites 

are known to hold human bones, both 

in formal burials and scattered through 

deposits. As such, midden samples 

sometimes unintentionally hold human 

remains. With a grant from the National 

Park Service’s repatriation program, the 

Burke Museum is working with anatomy 

experts to look at every sample. Th is 

review, part of the storage agreement, 

allows the remains of Alutiiq ancestors to 

be identifi ed and returned to Kodiak for 

respectful care.

Managing Animal Remains

Midden eroding from an 
ancient Alutiiq settlement.

Saturday, April 13, 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Alutiiq Museum parking lot

Rain or Shine!

Free to the public, all ages welcomed

Ulus, lances, and arrow points 

fashioned from Kodiak’s hard 

black slate are among the most 

widely used Alutiiq tools, but 

how were they made? Patrick 

Saltonstall will demonstrate 

slate shaping and grinding 

techniques and help visitors 

make their own slate tools at 

this Second Saturday workshop. 

Slate Grinding

101

Ground slate lance, Salonie Mound, 
Kodiak Island Borough Collection.
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CollectionsCollections

 When an artist or researcher asks to 

examine Alutiiq clothing, the Alutiiq 

Museum has little to share. Although 

ancestral parkas, rain jackets, boots, socks, 

and hats are scattered through the world’s 

museums, there are few locally available 

examples. Th is makes it a struggle for artists 

to learn about traditional clothing designs 

or study construction techniques. By 

adding contemporary skin clothing to the 

museum’s holdings, we are able to preserve 

cultural knowledge stored in the minds of 

Alutiiq artists, and to share that knowledge 

with the next generation of skin sewers. In 

December, the Rasmuson Foundation and 

Museums Alaska helped us to make three 

important clothing purchases. 

 With funding from the Art Acquisition 

Initiative, we acquired a sealskin parka 

and two skin caps, all hand-sewn by 

master Alutiiq artist Lalla Williams. All 

three of these garments will be eventually 

incorporated into gallery displays. Th e full-

sized parka is stitched from harbor seal and 

sea otter skins, with decorative strips of 

suede, dangling lengths of red yarn, and sea otter fur tassels.

 Th e caps include both men’s and women’s designs, inspired by 

historic examples. Th ese garments are not replicas, but modern 

interpretation of Alutiiq headgear. Th e men’s cap is stitched from 

winter ermine skins and sea otter pelt, with decorations of Italian 

glass beads.  Th ree complete ermine skins, with heads attached, 

look down from the sea otter skin crown. Th e animals are easily 

identifi ed and add dimensionality and a sense of life to the cap. Th is 

cap is also ornately decorated, with blue beads forming a distinctive 

contrast to the underlying white ermine fur. Th e blue shade refl ects 

the function of the cap as a ceremonial piece. Blue was a powerful 

color in the Alutiiq world, associated with the spirit world. 

 Th e ladies cap, also a ceremonial piece, is stitched from 

harbor seal, fur seal, sea otter, seal intestine, with accents of seal 

intestine, pigment, fi sh bone, Italian glass beads, and wolf hair. 

Its most dramatic embellishment is a tuft of wolf hair attached 

to a piece of sealskin that rises up from the center of the cap. 

Th e front of the projection features strips of embroidery. Th e 

result is a dramatic tuft of hair that fl oats above the cap. Th is 

piece is inspired by an Alutiiq woman’s cap in the collection 

of the Russian Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography, 

recently published in Th e Alutiit / Sugpiat A Catalog of 

Collections of the Kunstkamera (University of Alaska Press 2012.

[http://www.alaska.edu/uapress/browse/detail/index.xml?id=464 ] ).

Clothing Enhances Collection

Fur caps by Lalla Williams, purchased with support from the Rasmuson Foundation, 2012.  
Left – men’s cap featuring ermine skins. Right – woman’s cap featuring seal skin.

While we update our gallery, we are also cleaning house at the museum 

store. Help us. We would like your current contact information and a short 

biography to share with our customers. Would you like to update your page 

on our online artists gallery? Would you like to join the online gallery 

[http://alutiiqmuseum.org/artist-gallery.html]? Contact Museum Store Manager 

Marya Halvorsen to get started, 907-486-7004, marya@alutiiqmuseum.org. 

Not a writer? No problem. We will help you.

Attention Artists!

http://www.alaska.edu/uapress/browse/detail/index.xml?id=464
http://alutiiqmuseum.org/artist-gallery.html
mailto:marya@alutiiqmuseum.org
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ResearchResearch

An Unlikely Import
– by Amy Steffi  an

 Every artifact tells a story. Th at’s what I reminded Patrick 

Saltonstall as we stared down at the overfl owing tubs of net sinkers 

from our fi rst year’s excavation at the Outlet site. We recovered 

over 4,200 of these artifacts, each an oval, water-worn pebble with 

a notch chipped at both ends.  Like the lead line on a modern 

seine, these stone tools helped fi shermen hold their nets down and 

open in the adjacent waters of the Buskin River.

 “We must have dug in a net storage area!” said Patrick. “What 

will we do with all these sinkers?” Intrigued, I made a suggestion. 

“Well, we could measure them to see if there are specifi c sizes in 

the collection. Maybe there were diff erent sized nets for diff erent 

types of salmon, or even birds,” I said. Th en I started to wonder. 

“What if we examined the stones in the river today, to see what’s 

actually available. Th at might tell us whether people were picking 

up particular stones, or just what they could get. Maybe the size of 

these net sinkers is just a refl ection of the stones that were out there 

and people adapted their nets to use them.” 

 At the time we both presumed that the thousands of palm-sized 

sinkers were made from stones collected right there by the site, 

from the riverbed. Th ey were water-worn after all, and recovered 

from our trenches along the river’s edge. Plus there were so many 

of them. Experience told us that something so common, and 

heavy, was likely to be made of a material immediately available. 

Presumption is one of the most dangerous paths for archaeologists, 

and we were walking right down it.  

 Patrick gave me a funny look, but the next summer he worked 

with a group of student to inspect the palm-sized stones in the river 

fl anking the site. Laughing, he called me to report their fi nds.

Patrick: “Guess what?”

Amy: “You found more net sinkers?”

Patrick: “No! We found rocks that look nothing like sinkers. 

Th ere aren’t any net sinker sized pebbles of slate or greywacke 

in the upper Buskin.”

Amy: “People collected them all two thousand years ago?”

Patrick: “No. Th e river’s meandered a bit. We’d have found 

some if they occurred naturally. I think the sinkers at the Outlet 

site are made of wave rounded pebbles, from the coast!”

 Th at was the answer. A quick review of the beaches fl anking 

nearby Womens Bay supported Patrick’s idea. Th ere were ample 

quantities of pebbles matching the size, material, and smoothness 

of the stones in our sinker collection. Th e sinkers - the most 

common, humble artifact - weren’t made at the Outlet site, 

but carried at least fours miles to the site – in heavy, impressive 

quantities. Th ese sinkers weren’t just evidence of fi shing technique, 

they were a broader record of people’s activities.

 We now hypothesize that people manufactured 

their nets on the coast, transporting them inland 

for use at this riverside camp. How did they do it? 

Th e nets could simply have been carried inland, but 

perhaps people put them in kayaks and paddled or 

towed their boats up the river. We now believe that 

almost everything found in the site came from the 

coast. Fragments of mussel shell and leaves of slate 

used to manufacture lances, are among the other 

fi nds that don’t have an immediate origin.

 Th is interesting discovery now has us thinking 

about fi shing on some of Kodiak’s larger salmon 

streams. Did people carry nets many miles up the 

longer Karluk or Ayakulik rivers, where settlements 

abound? If people had a wealth of beach pebbles 

to select from, do the sizes of net sinkers tell us 

about their fi shing practices? What else might have 

been carried inland from the coast – logs for house 

building? What might we learn if we considered 

the materials that were immediately available to 

site residents? Th e answers lie in artifacts, sites, and 

environments waiting to be studied; perhaps even 

the many pounds of sinkers recovered from the 

Outlet site.
Net sinkers made from water-worn greywacke cobbles.
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Complete And Return This Membership Form Today!

Archaeological Repository
215 Mission Road, Suite 101

Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Phone: 907-486-7004  Fax: 907-486-7048

email: info@alutiiqmuseum.org

www.alutiiqmuseum.org

Please make checks or money orders payable 

(in US Dollars) to the Alutiiq Museum.

Donations to the Alutiiq Museum are tax deductible. 

Alutiiq Museum

Name:

Mailing Address:

City, State, Zip:

E-mail:

CONTRIBUTION LEVELS:

❏ Nillqitaaq – Mallard .............. $10 Individual admission (For Students & Seniors)

❏ Niklliq – Red Salmon ............ $25 Individual admission

❏ Kum’agyak – Eagle ................. $40 Admission for family members

❏ Isuwiq – Seal ........................ $100 Admission for family members & guests

❏ Taquka’aq – Grizzly ............. $250 Same as Isuwiq plus gift from Museum Store

❏ Arhnaq – Sea Otter .............. $500 Same as Taquka’aq plus gift from Museum Store

❏ Arlluk – Orca ................... $5000+ Membership for employees and/or shareholders



 Bill and Ann Barker arrived in Kodiak in 1969. “Really we were 

outsiders and the local community opened up their arms and welcomed 

us in,” said Bill. Shortly after, they began fi shing on the south end of 

Kodiak Island at Dog Salmon Fish Site in Olga Bay. Since then, fi sh 

camp has been a central part of the Barker’s life. Th ey raised their 

children at camp and continue to travel there every summer. 

Generosity Matters. Help the exploration continue.  
Join the Barkers by supporting the Alutiiq Museum.

Archaeological Repository
ALUTIIQ HERITAGE FOUNDATION

215 Mission Road, Suite 101

Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Phone: 907-486-7004  Fax: 907-486-7048

email: info@alutiiqmuseum.org

www.alutiiqmuseum.org

Alutiiq Museum
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 One summer, they became involved with the Alutiiq Museum’s 

Site Stewardship Program, an eff ort to monitor archaeological sites 

for natural erosion and destructive, illegal site vandalism. Alutiiq 

Museum Curator Patrick Saltonstall was interested in surveying Olga 

Bay. Patrick and archaeologist Don Clark traveled south from Kodiak 

and Bill provided them with skiff  transportation around the bay. For 

several days they looked for sites and Bill was amazed how Patrick 

could look at what appeared to be lumpy ground and point out the 

shape of house pits. Th ey found 46 undocumented sites in just a few 

days. One of the highlights for Bill was that it put him in contact with 

the history of the Alutiiq people. “It was fun to learn, and to learn 

from the best,” he said. 

 Knowledge of the land and culture gives depth to their remote 

fi sh camp life. “We’re not the fi rst people to stand here. We’re part 

of a long history, and it is exciting to learn about, very enriching,” 

said Ann about archaeological sites being just a skiff  ride away from 

their cabin. Ann also enjoys being able to share her passion with loved 

ones in Kodiak. “I can take my grandchildren to the museum as a 

way to transfer what we’re thrilled about. My grandson Simon can 

make petroglyph rubbings and he can learn to be excited too,” she 

said. Th ey always bring visitors to the museum and say it is one of the 

highlights of the Kodiak community.

Bill and Ann Barker, Christmas 2012. 
Courtesy of Ann Barker.


