Warring—Anguyagtaallriit

This groups of tools features carved items associated with warfare (Table 8.12, Figure
8.20). Some people argue that large arrows with thin, easily splintered barbs may be designed
for combat. However, as this has yet to be demonstrated, such arrow heads are not included
here.

Table 8.12. Alutiiq terms for objects used in warfare

English Alutiiq Comment
Armor Qatgath
Club Pigrutagm
Shield Alingnaillkutagh
Shield Brace Alingnaillkutam Teg'utaa* “shield’s brace”

m = term in modern usage, h = historic term

Figure 8.20. Artifacts associated with warfare from Karluk One (AM193).
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Artifact Class Summary Sheet

Alutiiq Names
Armor Qatgat

Carving Activity Warfare Function|Chest protection

Wood and lashing material (e.g., sinew, baleen, spruce root)

[] ocean Bay [] Kachemak [O] Koniag [O] Alutiiq

QO Yes Example Sites Found |Karluk One
@ No/Unknown

Alutiig warriors wore flexible vest of wooden armor. Made from narrow slats of wood or whalebone tied
together with sinew, these garments provided protection from enemy arrows. They covered the torso,
leaving the arms and legs free to move. Shoulder straps secured the front and the back panels
together, and a tie on one side of the waist helped to fasten the garment to its wearer. These vests
could be rolled up for storage and were flexible enough to be worn in boats, protecting warriors on the
water (Sauer 1802:198-199).

The parts of wooden armor vests in the Karluk One collection are sturdy rectangles of wood with holes
drilled at both ends for tying together (fig. 7.29). One example features the remains of a baleen tie. The
collection includes both short slats and long slats, pieces most likely from different vest areas. The slats
were tied together vertically, and appear in the attached photo in a likely arrangement. There are very
few examples of Alutiiq armor in ethnographic collections. However, a complete vest from Prince
William Sound features short slats covering the chest and longer pieces below (Korsun 2012:350-351).

The short slats range from 9 to 14 cm long and 2 to 3.5 cm wide. The long slats range from 25 to 58 cm
long and 2 to 4 cm wide.

The short slats have square ends, but the long slat taper, perhaps to create a longer area in front to
protect the groin (cf. Korsun 2012:350). Some of the long slats also feature addition holes. These may
be for a cord used to tie the vest closed, or perhaps for the addition of a breast plate, a second layer of
wood slats overlaying the armor (Black 1977:101).

Knecht, Richard A., 1995, The Late Prehistory of the Alutiiq People: Culture Change on the Kodiak
Archipelago from 1200-1750 AD. PhD dissertation, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.
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ARMOR

Armor slats from Karluk One (AM193)
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Artifact Class Summary Sheet

Alutiiq Names
Club Pigrutaq
Carving Activity Warfare Function|Weapon
Wood
|54 cm long, about 6 cm wide, and 3.5 cm deep
[] ocean Bay [] Kachemak [O] Koniag [] Alutiiq
(@ Yes Example Sites Found |Karluk One

O No/Unknown

Among their weaponry, Alutiiq warriors carried large wooden clubs. Made from dense wood, these
heavy implements are much bigger than the clubs used to stun fish and small game and appear more

likely for use in battle.

These artifacts feature a flat back and a curved inner edge (possibly effective for braining a person).
The distal end is curved and the proximal (hand held) end has a square knob with a hole tied in it -
possibly for securing the club to the warrior or their boat. The tool tappers from the narrow handle end

toward the striking end, making the tool heavier at its distal end.

These club are commonly found in miniature.

Knecht, Richard A., 1995, The Late Prehistory of the Alutiiq People: Culture Change on the Kodiak
Archipelago from 1200-1750 AD. PhD dissertation, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.
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CLUB

War club from Karluk One (AM193)

War club and shield carved by Andrew Abyo, purchased with support from the Rasmuson Art
Acquisition Fund.
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Artifact Class Summary Sheet

Alutiiq Names
Shield Alingnaillkutaq
Carving Activity Warfare Function|Protection from arrows
Wood with lashing of spruce root
[ ] oceanBay  [] Kachemak [O] Koniag [] Alutiiq
(@ Yes Example Sites Found |Karluk One

O No/Unknown

These large, multi-part tools were carried by warriors to protect themselves from enemy arrows. Black
(2004) reports that warriors sometimes advanced together behind a wall of shields.

Shields were typically made of two or more large boards lashed together with spruce root. The boards
are square at the bottom and rounded at the top of the shield. The feature hole drilled through the
surface of the shield for lashing one or more braces to the back (proximal) side. Some shield fragments
have channels carved in the face of the shield, between drill holes, to support lashing. A shield
fragment from Karluk One features a carved handle on the back (see photo below) that is part of the
original board. It is not carved and attached.

Shield fragments from Karluk One often have remnants of red and black paint in geometric designs.

These artifacts commonly occur in miniature.

Knecht, Richard A., 1995, The Late Prehistory of the Alutiiq People: Culture Change on the Kodiak
Archipelago from 1200-1750 AD. PhD dissertation, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.
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SHIELD
Shield fragment from Karluk One — back (left) and front (right)

Shield fragment with carved handle, Karluk One (AM193) — back (left) and front (right)
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Artifact Class Summary Sheet

Alutiiq Names
Shield Brace Alingnaillkutam Teg'utaa
Carving Activity Warfare Function|Support for sheild
Wood
[ ] oceanBay  [] Kachemak [O] Koniag [] Alutiiq
QO Yes Example Sites Found |Karluk One

@ No/Unknown

Wooden shields carried by warriors were made from two or more large, heavy planks of wood. To
secure these pieces, craftsmen added braces to the back. Holes drilled through the face of the shield
allowed one or more braces to be lashed to the planks to form a shield.

One example of a shield brace from Karluk One is a flat, gently curved board with holes drilled along its
long edges. The top and bottom row of holes are off set, It is about 60 cm long and 7 cm wide and the
top edge is beveled.

Other shields from Karluk One feature long, narrow, half-round pieces of wood that span the width of
the shield. The flat side of the brace lay against the inner (proximal) side of the shield, and the rounded
side faced the warrior holding the shield. There are no holes in these braces, but they were lashed to a
shield through holes drilled through the shield planks using lengths of spruce root.

Knecht, Richard A., 1995, The Late Prehistory of the Alutiiq People: Culture Change on the Kodiak
Archipelago from 1200-1750 AD. PhD dissertation, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.
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SHIELD BRACE

Shield brace (top) and shield with braces (bottom) from Karluk One (AM193)




