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Adornment—Cucunarkua’itaallriit 
 
 This group of objects includes jewelry and objects associated with clothing decoration 
(Table 8.14, Figure 8.22).  
 
Table 8.14. Alutiiq terms for adornment artifacts 

English Alutiiq Comment 

Bead Pinguaqm  

Fastener / Button Puukicaaqm  

Hat Figurine Caguyam Tangerhnit’staa* “Visor’s decoration” 

Labret Qukaciqh , Qerllum mallarsuutiic, Kulut’ruaqm Kulut’ruaq = “kind of a ring” 

Labret Hole Stretcher Qerllum neng’rsuutiic  

Nose Pin / Nose Ring Paciiruam kulut`rua’ac, maitaqh  

Pendant Uyamillkuaqm  

Pin Tangerhnit'staaq* Ornament, adornment, jewel 
 

m = term in modern usage, h = historic term, c = term created by Elder Alutiiq speakers 
* = suggested term needing additional review 
 
Figure 8.22. Alutiiq terms for adornment artifacts 
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Alutiiq Technological Inventory 
Artifact Class Summary Sheet 

English Names Alutiiq Names

Industry Function

Common 
Materials  

LxWxD (cm)

Tradition Kachemak Koniag Alutiiq

Miniature

Ocean Bay 

Yes

No/Unknown

Example Sites Found

Description

References

 Last Update Updated By

Activity Adornment

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Jewelry, Clothing Embellishment

Bone, ivory

Carving

PinguaqBead

Uyak, Karluk One, Malina Creek

Knecht, Richard A., 1995, The Late Prehistory of the Alutiiq People: Culture Change on the Kodiak 
Archipelago from 1200–1750 AD. PhD dissertation, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.

07/14/2021

  
Carved beads are uncommon, but present in assemblages representing the span of Alutiiq history. They 
are may be round (like a Cheerio) or tube shaped (long or short), or a tapered tube–where the end of a 
long bead taper (shaped like a kayak bailer).  They all feature a drilled central hole. 
 
Historic sources suggest people used a variety of item for beads.  Korsun (2012) shows a necklace 
made of seeds.  Halibut vertebrae, bird claws, and other items were also used as beads.  At the Rice 
Ridge site archaeologists found pieces of some natural concretions (or perhaps fulgurites) with a hole in 
the center.  These piece may have been used as beads. 

Amy Steffian
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BEAD 
 
Beads (bottom cluster) and pendants (top row) from Karluk One (AM193) 
 

 
 
Concretions or fulgurites from Rice Ridge that may have been used as beads (AM19) 
 

 
 

 



Alutiiq Technological Inventory 
Artifact Class Summary Sheet 

English Names Alutiiq Names

Industry Function

Common 
Materials  

LxWxD (cm)

Tradition Kachemak Koniag Alutiiq

Miniature

Ocean Bay 

Yes

No/Unknown

Example Sites Found

Description

References

 Last Update Updated By

Activity Adornment

✔ ✔

Secure clothing

Bone, ivory, wood

Carving

PuukicaaqFastener: Button

Uyak

Steffian, Amy F., 1992b, Fifty Years After Hrdlička: Further Investigations at the Uyak Site, Kodiak 
Island, Alaska. Anthropological Papers of the University of Alaska 24(1and2):141–164. 

07/14/2021

  
This diverse group of small carved objects are all designed to hold cords or act like buttons.  Some 
feature holes to thread the cord through, perhaps to create a way of securing and tightening a cord.  
They may be pieces for clothing or bags.  Others have a central groove and appear to be pieces used 
to close bags or clothing, like a button.

Amy Steffian
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FASTENER 
 
Fasteners from the Uyak site (AM3) 
 

 
 
A variety of fasteners from Karluk One (AM193) 

 

      



Alutiiq Technological Inventory 
Artifact Class Summary Sheet 

English Names Alutiiq Names

Industry Function

Common 
Materials  

LxWxD (cm)

Tradition Kachemak Koniag Alutiiq

Miniature

Ocean Bay 

Yes

No/Unknown

Example Sites Found

Description

References

 Last Update Updated By

Activity Adornment

✔ ✔

Hunting hat decoration

Ivory

Carving

Caguyam Tangerhnit’staaFastener: Button

Karluk One, Myrtle Olsen avocational collection

Black, Lydia T., 1991, Glory Remembered: Wooden Headgear of Alaska Sea Hunters. Alaska State 
Museums, Juneau. (see pages 40-41)

07/14/2021

  
These small carvings of a seated person are rare but distinct objects. The stylized figure is typically 
shown with knees bent and arms crossed and a prominent head. Black describes their overall shape as 
a hollow cube. 
 
They were used to decorate the crown of a bentwood hunting hat and can be seen in ethnographic 
collections from Kodiak.

Amy Steffian
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HAT FIGURINE 
 
Hat figurine from the Myrtle Olsen Collection (AM603) 
 

 
 

Hat figurine from Old Karluk (AM258) 
 



Alutiiq Technological Inventory 
Artifact Class Summary Sheet 

English Names Alutiiq Names

Industry Function

Common 
Materials  

LxWxD (cm)

Tradition Kachemak Koniag Alutiiq

Miniature

Ocean Bay 

Yes

No/Unknown

Example Sites Found

Description

References

 Last Update Updated By

Activity Adornment

✔ ✔

Lip plug

Wood, bone, ivory, coal, slate

Carving

Qukaciq, Qerllum mallarsuutii, Kulut’ruaqLabret

Uyak, Settlement Point, Karluk One

Steffian, Amy F., and Patrick G. Saltonstall, 2001, Markers of Identity: Labrets and Social Organization 
in the Kodiak Archipelago. Alaska Journal of Anthropology 1(1 & 2):1–27. 

07/14/2021

 
Before western contact, one of the most common forms of jewelry was the labret, an object worn in 
facial piercings. People pierced the skin beneath the chin or near the corners of the mouth for one or 
more decorative lip plugs.  Labrets appear in a variety of distinct styles and sizes suggesting that they 
carried information about the wearers identity—age, social position, family. 
 
The common parts of a labret are the flange (proximal part that rests in the mouth and against the 
teeth) and the body that stick out of the hole for people to see.  Some feature a groove where the flesh 
of the cheek rests.  Others have a flared proximal end that keeps the labret from falling out. 
 
Some labrets, especially large pieces, are elaborately decorated with surface carving or inlays.  
Examples from Karluk One feature inlays of salmon teeth or a carving of a bears paw.  Most, however, 
are not decorated in this way.

Amy Steffian
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LABRET 
 
Wooden labrets, Karluk One (AM193) 
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Labret preform from Karluk One (AM193) 
 

 
 

Bone and ivory labrets from Settlement Point (AM33) 
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(Mills 1994). Tight chronological control of the
assemblage makes it possible to study temporal trends
in labret types during the Koniag tradition (Knecht
1995:634).

Determining Labret Types

A labret can be divided into two parts, flange and
body (Keddie 1981:61). The flange, or slightly curved
proximal end of the ornament, forms a broad collar
that rests against the flesh of the inner mouth and abuts
the teeth. This collar anchors the ornament, preventing
it from slipping through the hole. The body, or distal
portion of the labret, extends through the cheek forming
the visible, decorative end of the plug. In some types,
the body of the labret is separated from the flange by
an encircling groove. In these labrets, both the broader
body and flange keep the ornament in place.

Kodiak foragers employed these basic forms in a
variety of labrets. To document the range of labret
shapes and sizes in our sample, we recorded eight
metric measurements on each specimen in the sample.3

The measurements included total height (TH), height of body
(HtB), length of body (LB), width of body (WB), length of flange
(LF), width of flange (WF), diameter at narrowest point (DN),
and height to diameter at narrowest point (HtDN) (Figure 3).
Measurements were made on whole and fragmentary labrets and
on nearly finished preform pieces (those where the final form
was clearly evident). Additionally, we coded four nominal
variables; raw material, flange type (grooved, stepped, flared),
decoration type, and a visual classification of overall shape. Any
modification to the original labret form, an inlay, carving or incised
design, was considered decoration.

Once gathered, measurements of continuous variables were
subjected to cluster analysis. This analysis was aimed at testing
our visual classification and identifying any previously
unrecognized forms. In the second stage of analysis we cross-
tabulated the resulting forms with information on flange type and
decorative motifs to identify labret types. For the Kachemak
samples, we then compared the numerical distribution of each
type by site. This was not possible for the Koniag sample as it is
from a single site. However, the Koniag sample was subdivided
into three chronological periods, early (house floors seven and
below), middle (house floors four through six), and late (house

floor one through three) to investigate temporal patterning
(adapted from Donta 1993; Knecht 1995).

It should be noted that our analysis was designed only to
investigate broad spatial and temporal patterning in labrets. It is
not intended as a comprehensive summary of labret types.
Although our large sample appears to document a majority of the
known types, there are clearly others present in other assemblages
(e.g., whale tale and claw / beak forms from the Kiavak site, Clark
1974:271). As these labrets are from much smaller site samples,
and as they were not readily available for measurement, we did
not include them in the analysis.

Following our study of labret types, we conducted two
supplemental investigations with artifacts from the Karluk One
assemblage. First, we measured hole stretchers, temporary plugs
of soft wood worn to stretch the skin in preparation for wearing a
larger labret (Knecht 1995:641). Most of these stretchers were
expediently carved from segments of slender alder branches, with
a simple flange or groove at one or both ends. We measured the
distance between the flanges, or grooves, to determine the length
of the desired labret incision and to look for discrete size classes.
Second, we surveyed the wooden dolls in the Karluk One
assemblage for representations of labrets. We noted doll type (cf.,
Knecht 1995:685-690), doll gender, the presence or absence of
labrets, and the number and placement of labrets. As labrets on
these small carvings were typically represented as tiny rectangles,
it was not possible to distinguish labret types worn by different
dolls.

3 We did not record labret weight. Although weight is certainly a consideration for the
labret wearer, and would be instructive in comparing labrets of different sizes, chemical
conservation of wood and bone labrets altered the weight of many of the pieces in our
sample. As such, current weight was not a reliable indicator of original weight. Moreover,
as our analysis showed, the Kachemak and Koniag labrets in our sample were largely
made of different materials, making temporal comparisons of weight uninformative.

Figure 3: Labret dimensions measured

STEFFIAN AND SALTONSTALL MARKERS OF IDENTITY: LABRETS AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION IN THE KODIAK ARCHIPELAGO PAGES 8 - 34
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Kachemak Labrets

Cluster analysis confirmed our visual classification of labret
forms. The Kachemak specimens fall into eleven shape classes
that remained distinct during statistical manipulation. These robust
shapes suggest that labret forms were designed to be visually
distinct. Figure 4 illustrates these forms and Table 1 shows their
distribution in the sample. Each form was named to facilitate
discussion (see Figure 4). Type descriptions can be found in the
appendix to this paper. Some forms were made in two sizes. Orca
and Three Mile Island forms, for example, occur in a large and a
small size in the Uyak assemblage. Despite this variation, different
sizes of the same form were classed as a single form.

Seven categories of decoration were recorded among the
Kachemak labrets (Figure 5). Two decorative motifs, vertical side
groove and raised bar, were unique, occurring only on single
specimens. In general, however, decorative motifs tended to covary
with labret forms and occur on all size labrets of a particular
shape, supporting the identification of discrete labret types.
Although pulleys displayed a variety of decorations, certain labret 4 Red stains on labrets in the Old Karluk assemblage and in a variety of other Late Kachemak

contexts (Clark, personal communication, 2001), suggest that carved depressions once
held inlays of red ochre, particularly those made of coal.

Figure 4: Kachemak labret forms

types were never decorated (nipple, orca, and top hat forms),
others were always decorated (Three Mile Island), and some if
decorated were decorated in a particular way (buttons with a
peg hole, bars with incised lines) (Table 1). From these patterns
of covariation we determined a minimum of thirteen labret types.
The variety of decorative motifs on pulleys may reflect the presence
of additional types, but as concentric circles and multiple carved
holes were the only decorations that patterned exclusively with
this form they were the only decorative motifs used to identify
individual types.4

The distribution of these types differs by site (Figure 6). Four
types are present in the Crag Point assemblage, three of which
(top hats, bars, and sticks) accounted for 95% of the variation.
These same three types make up only 3% of the Uyak assemblage.
At Uyak, a total of thirteen types were identified, five of which
(buttons, orcas, nipples, three mile islands, and pulleys)
accounted for nearly 90% of the specimens. None of these five

STEFFIAN AND SALTONSTALL MARKERS OF IDENTITY: LABRETS AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION IN THE KODIAK ARCHIPELAGO PAGES 8 - 34
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Table 1. Cross tabulation of Kachemak labret forms and decorative motifs

Figure 5: Decorative motifs on Kachemak labrets

noitaroceD raB nottuB elppiN acrO yelluP balS kcitS
poT
taH

IMT .parT .giZ rehtO latoT
latoT

%

selcriC 3 3 4.2

dewolloH 7 1 5 1 1 51 2.21

ngiseDdesicnI 5 1 6 9.4

seloHelpitluM 2 2 6.1

eloHgeP 11 11 9.8

raBdesiaR 1 1 8.0

evoorGediS 1 1 8.0

noitaroceDoN 6 11 5 02 11 1 22 7 1 48 3.86

latoT 11 22 5 02 52 2 32 7 5 1 1 1 321

%latoT 9.8 9.71 1.4 3.61 3.02 6.1 7.81 7.5 1.4 8.0 8.0 8.0 0.001

STEFFIAN AND SALTONSTALL MARKERS OF IDENTITY: LABRETS AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION IN THE KODIAK ARCHIPELAGO PAGES 8 - 34
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Figure 7:  Common Koniag labret types ( =4)

Figure 8:  Uncommon Koniag labret types ( =3)

STEFFIAN AND SALTONSTALL MARKERS OF IDENTITY: LABRETS AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION IN THE KODIAK ARCHIPELAGO PAGES 8 - 34



Alutiiq Technological Inventory 
Artifact Class Summary Sheet 

English Names Alutiiq Names

Industry Function

Common 
Materials  

LxWxD (cm)

Tradition Kachemak Koniag Alutiiq

Miniature

Ocean Bay 

Yes

No/Unknown

Example Sites Found

Description

References

 Last Update Updated By

Activity Adornment

Varies - appear in size classes, like labrets.

✔

Expand hole in cheek 

Wood

Carving

Qerllum neng’rsuutiiLabret Hole Stretcher 

Karluk One, Malina Creek

Knecht, Richard A., 1995, The Late Prehistory of the Alutiiq People: Culture Change on the Kodiak 
Archipelago from 1200–1750 AD. PhD dissertation, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.

07/25/2021

  
These quickly carved segments of alder branch are designed to enlarge a person’s facial piercing to 
accomodate a larger labret.  They often have bark on them, and the ends are indented and smoothed to 
fit against the skin.  Like labrets, hole stretchers occur in a set of distinct size classes, supporting the 
idea that people wore progressively large labrets over their lifetime.

Amy Steffian
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LABRET HOLE STRETCHER 
 
Labret hole stretchers from Karluk One (AM193) 
 

 
 

 



Alutiiq Technological Inventory 
Artifact Class Summary Sheet 

English Names Alutiiq Names

Industry Function

Common 
Materials  

LxWxD (cm)

Tradition Kachemak Koniag Alutiiq

Miniature

Ocean Bay 

Yes

No/Unknown

Example Sites Found

Description

References

 Last Update Updated By

Activity Adornment

5 to 8 cm long

✔

Jewelry

Wood

Carving

Paciiruam kulut`rua’a, maitaqNose Pin: Nose Ring

Karluk One, Malina Creek

Knecht, Richard A., 1995, The Late Prehistory of the Alutiiq People: Culture Change on the Kodiak 
Archipelago from 1200–1750 AD. PhD dissertation, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.

07/14/2021

 
Some of the most common forms of Alutiiq jewelry were nose pins and labrets, objects worn in facial 
piercings. People pierced their nose cartilage to hold a narrow pin, and slit the skin beneath the chin or 
near the corners of the mouth for one or more decorative lip plugs. Nose pins are described as tubes of 
bone (Davydov 1977:110, 148; Lisanski 1814:195), and historic paintings of Kodiak Alutiiq people show 
them worn by both men and women (Korsun 2012:xxxii).  
 
Examples of nose pins from Karluk One are thin, gently curved pieces of wood, pointed on both ends 
(fig. 7.10). One features a small carving of a bird, perhaps a puffin based on the shape of its head (fig. 
7.10 bottom).  The Alutiiq also wore nose rings, U-shaped pieces of polished coal designed to hang 
from the nasal septum the piece of skin separating a person’s nostrils. However, these are typically 
made of inorganic materials - e.g., coal and red shale.

Amy Steffian
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NOSE PIN 
 
Nose pins from Karluk One (AM193) 
 

 
 
Kodiak Man, from Sauer 1802 
 

 



Alutiiq Technological Inventory 
Artifact Class Summary Sheet 

English Names Alutiiq Names

Industry Function

Common 
Materials  

LxWxD (cm)

Tradition Kachemak Koniag Alutiiq

Miniature

Ocean Bay 

Yes

No/Unknown

Example Sites Found

Description

References

 Last Update Updated By

Activity Adornment

✔ ✔ ✔

Jewelry, Clothing decoration

Ivory, bone, animal tooth

Carving

UyamillkuaqPendant

Uyak, Karluk One

Steffian, Amy F., 1992b, Fifty Years After Hrdlička: Further Investigations at the Uyak Site, Kodiak 
Island, Alaska. Anthropological Papers of the University of Alaska 24(1and2):141–164.

07/14/2021

 
Small pendants of bone, ivory and tooth are found in assemblages dating to the span of Alutiiq history, 
where organic preservation is present.  These maybe jewelry or clothing decoration, or perhaps 
decoration for an object. They come in a variety of designs. Some are carefully carved and highly 
polished, others are more simply made.  They are typically small with a single handling hole at the 
proximal end. One tear-drop shaped carving from the Uyak site features a tiny groove around its 
circumference, likely for hanging. A large crescent shaped piece from Karluk One features a pair of 
holes on the inner edge of the crescent. 
 
Animal teeth were also used as pendants.  A number of teeth have a grooved carved around their 
proximal or root end for hanging.  These may be bear or sea mammal teeth.

Amy Steffian
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PENDANT 
 
Ivory pendants (left) and animal tooth pendants (right) from the Uyak site (AM3) 
 

   
 
Bone pendants from the Rice Ridge site (AM19) 
 

 
 

Ivory (left) and bear tooth (right) pendants from Karluk One (AM193) 

 



Alutiiq Technological Inventory 
Artifact Class Summary Sheet 

English Names Alutiiq Names

Industry Function

Common 
Materials  

LxWxD (cm)

Tradition Kachemak Koniag Alutiiq

Miniature

Ocean Bay 

Yes

No/Unknown

Example Sites Found

Description

References

 Last Update Updated By

Activity Adornment

from ca. 8 to 15 cm long

✔ ✔ ✔

Jewelry / Securing Clothing

Ivory, Bone

Carving

Tangerhnit'staaqPin

Uyak, Three Saints, Settlement Point, Igvak

Steffian, Amy F., 1992b, Fifty Years After Hrdlička: Further Investigations at the Uyak Site, Kodiak 
Island, Alaska. Anthropological Papers of the University of Alaska 24(1and2):141–164.

07/14/2021

  
These object may be hair ornaments or clothing fasteners. They are carefully carved from boen and 
ivory, and feature a point on the distal end (like a awl) that tapers to a long conical body and either a 
wider rounded proximal end. The proximal ends of some examples are elaborately decorated, with 
geometric designs and / or animal or human imagery (e.g., a whale tale, a bear, a sea otter, a human 
head).  Others are undecorated. 
 
These artifacts are particularly common in Kachemak assemblages, but they are also found in Koniag 
and historic Alutiiq assemblages. An example from Igvak, dating to the early historic period, features a 
sea otter.

Amy Steffian
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PIN 
 
Ivory pins from the Uyak site 
 

 
 

 
Left: Three views of an ivory pin with a bear from Three Saints Bay, Right: Ivory pin with human 
head from the Uyak site, courtesy the Katelnikoff family. 

 
 

       
 


