Collecting—Pingtaallriit
The tools in this category were used for collecting and processing collected foods,
particularly shellfish and plant roots (Table 8.2, Figure 8.10). They are general purpose tools that

were likely used in conjunction with collecting baskets (see Chapter 9).

Table 8.2. Alutiiq terms for collecting tools

English Alutiiq Comment
Clam Knife Mamaayam nuusaa®
Digging Stick Laakarsuuteq®, Laakalisuun®, Mamaayarsuun™ Last term = “clam stick”

m = term in modern usage, ¢ = term created by Elder Alutiiq speakers

Figure 8.10. Digging sticks (top) and clam knives (bottom) from Karluk One (AM193).

Digging Sticks

Clam Knives
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LxWxD (cm) |10 tio 22 cm long

Tradition

Miniature

Description

References

Last Update

Alutiiq Names
Clam Knife Mamaayam nuusaa
Carving Activity Collecting Function|Opening shellfish
Wood, bone
[ ] oceanBay  [] Kachemak [O] Koniag [] Alutiiq
(@ Yes Example Sites Found |Karluk One

O No/Unknown

These tools look something like a tongue depresser. The are typically long, narrow pieces with parallel
sides, a flat oval cross-section, and thin rounded ends. A few examples are slightly bent on one end -
gently angled to assist in their use.

Knecht notes that Alutiiq Elders report using such tools to both pry shellfish off of rocks and to open
bivalves and scrape out their contents. Clam knives often have damage on one end (the distal end)
from these activities.

A few carved wooden examples have a drilled hole in one end, presumably used to hang the tool from a
lanyard or tie it to something like a basket. A few examples from karluk one have small carvings on the
surface or evidence of paint.

Despite the widespread use of clams in the Kachemak tradition, these tools are found only in the
Koniag tradition.

Knecht, Richard A., 1995, The Late Prehistory of the Alutiiq People: Culture Change on the Kodiak
Archipelago from 1200-1750 AD. PhD dissertation, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.
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CLAM KNIFE

Clam Knives from Karluk One, AM193
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English Names Alutiiq Names
Digging Stick Laakarsuuteq, Laakalisuun, Mamaayarsuy
Industry Carving Activity Collecting Function|Digging up shellfish & plant roots
Common |Wood, bone
Materials
LxWxD (cm) |90 cm

Tradition [ ] ocean Bay [O] Kachemak [O] Koniag [] Alutiiq
Miniature () Yes Example Sites Found [Karluk One, Uyak Site

@ No/Unknown

Description
The long narrow pieces of wood or bone are gently curved an have a rounded end. They are roughly
circular in cross section. The proximal end tends to be squared-off (cut flat), but may be rounded like
the tip. In some cases the proximal end has carved decoration. An example from the Uyak site has a
scalloped design on the proximal end that may represent a handle.
These tools often show scrapes and fraying on the distal end, presumably from contact with rock while
they were being used to dig up clams, pry shellfish from rocks, or dig up roots.
These tools are often made out of sea mammal bone, including rib pieces. They are common in
Kachemak and Koniag tradition assemblages.

References

Last Update |ng/15/2021 Updated By Amy Steffian
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DIGGING STICK

Digging Stick from Karluk One, AM193

Digging sticks from the Uyak site (AM3)




